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The National Food Safety Authority 

The Authority Board of Directors Decree No. 6 of the Year of 2021 

On Egyptian Technical Regulations Governing the Maximum 

Residue Limits for Pesticides in and on Food Products of Plant and 

Animal Origin 

 

The Board of Directors (BOD) 

After reviewing the Constitution, 

Law No. 53 of the Year 1966 on the Enactment of Law on Agriculture, and the 

amending Laws thereof, 

Decree of Prime Minister No. 1186 of the Year 2003 on the Inspection and Control 

Procedures of Exports and Imports, 

Decree of Minister of Agriculture No. 1825 of the Year 2015 on the Formation of 

the Agricultural Pesticides Committee (APC), 

Decree of Minister of Agriculture No. 974 of the Year 2017 on the Rules Governing 

the Registration and Handling of Agricultural Pesticides in Egypt, 

Law No. 1 of the Year 2017 on the Enactment of the Law on the National Food 

Safety Authority (NFSA), 

Decree of Prime Minister No. 683 of the Year 2017 on the Formation of NFSA 

Board of Trustees, 

Decree of the Prime Minister No. 412 of the Year 2019 on the Enactment of the 

Executive Regulations Implementing the Law on NFSA, 

Decree of the Prime Minster No. 1296 of the Year 2020 on the Re-Formation of 

NFSA/BOD, and 

Approval of NFSA/BOD at the meeting held on June 2, 2021 for the Egyptian 

technical regulations governing the maximum residue limits (MRLs) for pesticides 

in and on food products of plant and animal origin 

Decided the following: 
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Article (1) 

Objective and Scope 

 

The Technical Regulations specify MRLs for pesticides and extraneous maximum 

residue limits (EMRL) in food products of plant or animal origin, and lay down basic 

requirements to evaluate the results of the pesticide residue analysis in and on food 

with a view to monitoring  pesticide levels, as well as testing compliance with Codex 

MRLs, the best regulatory practices such as the legislation and technical regulations 

issued by the European Commission, and tolerances issued by U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (US-EPA) and other bodies. 

The Annexes are part and parcel of the present Decree. 

The tables attached to this Decree shall be reviewed periodically in accordance with 

the applicable international standards in order to take the procedures required to 

update such tables based on the recommendations of the competent committee. 

NFSA/BOD may, within the terms of reference thereof to maintain the safety and 

health of the consumer, and in light of the applicable international standards set forth 

in the present Regulations, add, change, amend or delete any of the pesticides, food 

products, and the MRLs listed in the attached tables. 

Article (2) 

Principles and Fundamentals 

 

MRLs for pesticides shall be based on Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) data, the 

quality of basic raw materials used in food industry, as well as foods derived 

therefrom in accordance with the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC), which 

shall comply with MRLs for pesticides.  

Annex (1) shows a list of the food products listed in the present Regulations. 

Annex (2) shows a list of pesticides with metabolites or degradation 

products according to the residue definition. 

When testing MRLs  in samples of plant or animal origin, CAC’s standards and 

NFSA’s legislations shall be followed. 

 

MRLs for pesticides in or on meat or poultry samples shall be applied to the sample 

derived from a single primary sample of exposed animals or birds. 
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MRLs for pesticides in or on food samples of plant origin, eggs and dairy products 

shall be applied to the sample collected in accordance with the applicable 

international standards. 

 

Article (3) 

Definitions and Terminologies  

 

The following terms shall, in application of the provisions of the present Technical 

Regulations, have the meanings assigned thereto:  

 

“NFSA”: the National Food Safety Authority.   

“CAC”: the Codex Alimentarius Commission, which is one of the UN bodies 

established by way of agreement between the Food and Agriculture Organization 

(FAO) and World Health Organization (WHO) in 1963.  CAC issues food standards 

and is the WTO reference body in case of disagreement between the member states. 

“Processed Food”: the food products resulting from the application of basic 

physical, mechanical, chemical or biological processes or combination thereof to 

a “primary food commodity” intended for direct sale to the consumer, for direct 

use as an ingredient in the manufacture of food or for further processing.  

“Infants”: children under the age of 12 months  

“Young Children”: children between one and three years of age. 

“Infant Formulae”: foodstuffs intended for particular nutritional use by infants 

during the first months of life and satisfying by themselves the nutritional 

requirements of such infants until the introduction of appropriate complementary 

feeding. 

“Follow-up Formulae”: foodstuffs intended for particular nutritional use by infants 

when appropriate complementary feeding is introduced. 

“Sampling”: taking a sample of food for analysis to verify compliance with the law 

and food safety related legislation. 

 “Pesticide”: any substance or mixture intended for preventing, destroying, or 

controlling any pest including vectors of disease to humans or animals, unwanted 

species of plants or animal  causing harm, or interfering by any means during the 

production, processing, storage, transport, marketing of food, agricultural 

products, woods, woodwork, or animal feeds or which may be administered to 

animals for the control of insects, arachnida or pests on or inside animals. The term 

includes substances intended for use as a plant-growth regulator, defoliant, 

desiccant, fruit thinning agent, or sprouting inhibitor and substances applied to 
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crops either before or after harvest to protect crops from deterioration during 

storage and transport.  

“Active Ingredient”: the biologically active part of the pesticide present in a 

formulation. 

 “Banned Pesticide”: a pesticide all uses of which have been prohibited by final 

regulatory action in order to protect human health or the environment.  

“Restricted Use Pesticide (RUP)”: a pesticide all uses of which have been 

prohibited by final regulatory action in order to protect human health or the 

environment, but a pesticide license can be obtained in order to be used for certain 

purposes. 

“Pesticide Residues”: any specified substances in food, or agricultural commodities 

resulting from the use of a pesticide. The term includes any derivatives of a 

pesticide, such as conversion products, metabolites, reaction products, and 

impurities considered to be of toxicological significance.  

“MRLs”: the maximum concentration of a pesticide residue that is legally tolerated 

in or on food or feed when pesticides are applied correctly in accordance with GAPs 

- and it is expressed in milligrams per kilogram - based on data of GAPs, and 

assessment of pesticide related risks, and such MRLs are applied to internationally 

traded commodities. 

“EMRL”: a pesticide residue or a contaminant arising from environmental sources, 

including former agricultural uses other than the use of a pesticide directly or 

indirectly on the commodity. It is the maximum concentration of a pesticide 

residue that is to be legally permitted or recognized as acceptable in or on a food, 

food commodities or feed in accordance with the international standards (the 

concentration is expressed in milligrams of the pesticide residue per kilogram of 

agricultural commodity). 

“Limit of Quantification (LOQ)”: the smallest or lowest concentration of the 

pesticide residue that can be identified and quantitatively measured in a specified 

food, agricultural commodity, or animal feed with an acceptable degree of certainty 

by an approved reference method of analysis. 

“Acceptable Daily Intake (ADI)”: the amount of a chemical substance that can be 

ingested daily over a lifetime without appreciable health risk to any consumer on 

the basis of all the known facts at the time of the evaluation conducted by Joint 
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FAO/WHO Expert Committee or by similar authority. ADI is expressed in 

milligrams of the chemical per kilogram of body weight. 

“Acute Reference Dose (ARfD)”: the amount of a substance in food or drinking-

water, expressed on a body-weight basis, which can be ingested in a period of 24 

hours or less without appreciable health risk to the consumer on the basis of all 

known facts at the time of the evaluation. ARfD is expressed in milligrams of the 

chemical per kilogram of body weight. 

“Acute/Short-Term Dietary Intake of Residues”: an estimation of acute (short-

term) dietary intake in accordance with the rules issued in respect of such intake. 

It is expressed as a percentage of the ARfD. 

“Acute/Long-Term Dietary Intake of Residues”: an estimation of acute (long-

term) dietary intake in accordance with the rules issued in respect of such intake. It 

is expressed as a percentage of the ADI. 

“Toxicity”: a physiological or biological property that determines the capacity of a 

chemical substance to cause harm or produce injury to a living organism by other 

than mechanical means. 

“Risk Cup”: the total levels of exposure to risks resulting from the consumer's 

exposure to some pesticides (to each individual pesticide), even if MRLs for such 

pesticides are not exceeded. 

“Test Method”: consecutive steps of the analysis procedure from receiving the 

sample to calculating the results. 

“Uncertainty of Measurement”: an interval within which the true value of the 

quantity being measured is expected to lie with a stated level (usually 95%) of 

confidence. 

“Non-Compliant”: not compliant because of exceeding MRLs for pesticides. 

 

Article (4)  

Rules Governing Specially Restricted Pesticide Residues  

 

In case of detecting residues of banned pesticides in accordance with the 

international agreements signed by Egypt (e.g. Stockholm Convention on Persistent 



INFORMAL AND UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

6 
 

Organic Pollutants (POPs), and the Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed 

Consent Procedure (PIC) for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in 

International Trade, and in case of detecting residues of highly hazardous pesticides 

(HHPs) in accordance with standards established by Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), as well as in case of detecting pesticide residues included in 

studies and reports on evaluating the potential carcinogenicity of a pesticide in 

accordance with the reports made by the International Agency for Research on 

Cancer of the World Health Organization (WHO-IARC), MRLs for pesticides (0.01 

mg/kg or less) shall be approved as a reference value in order to be used for purpose 

of compliance verification,  and to take appropriate control procedure (except for 

infant and young children foods and bottled water, the limits specified in Items 6.6 

and 6.7 shall be applied thereto). 

Annex (3) shows a list of specially restricted pesticides. 

Article (5)  

Evaluation of Analysis Results 

 

5.1 The expression of analysis results 

5.1.1 MRLs for pesticides are the sum of metabolites, degradation products or 

transformation products, therefore, the concentration of such limits shall be 

expressed collectively in accordance with the residue definition (the sum of 

pesticide residues and metabolites). 

5.1.2 The results of residue analysis shall be expressed in milligrams per kilogram 

for different solid foods (including organic foods, and infant and young children 

foods), in milligrams per liter for liquid foods such as juices, and in micrograms 

per liter for bottled water and soft drinks. 

5.1.3 If the results of the analysis are expressed on the basis of dry weight content 

or fat content, the method used for estimating dry weight or fat content shall be 

standardized and validated.  

5.2 Rounding of results: In case of recording, the results equal to or less than 0.001 

or greater than 0.01 shall be rounded to one significant figure, results equal to 

0.01 and less than 10 mg/kg shall be rounded to two significant figures, and 

results equal to or greater than 10 mg/kg may be rounded to three significant 

figures or to a whole significant figure. 
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5.3 NFSA may use laboratory uncertainty of pesticide residue results for testing 

compliance with MRLs for pesticides in or on food products in accordance with 

the guidance issued by the CAC. 

5.4 In case MRLs are exceeded, the results shall be confirmed using advanced 

techniques and quality assurance measures taken by laboratories so as to provide 

strong evidence supporting the type and amount of pesticide residue in order to 

take all appropriate control procedures based on the results. 

Article (6) 

Rules Governing Compliance with MRLs for Pesticides 

Food Products (In General) 

 

6.1 The pesticide residue analytical results for imported foods, locally produced and 

traded foods shall be reviewed against MRLs specified in the present Regulations 

prepared based on the values listed in the Codex Pesticide Residues in Food 

Online Database1 for the purpose of compliance verification. In case no data on 

MRLs is available in CAC database, MRLs listed in the EU Pesticides Database 

(Pesticides EU-MRLs) 2shall be relied thereon; and in case no data on MRLs is 

available, tolerances issued by US-EPA (listed on Global MRL Database) 3shall 

be relied thereon. 

Annex (4) shows a list of the MRLs for pesticides in and on food products in 

Egypt. 

6.2 In case no data on MRLs for pesticides is available in the above-mentioned lists, 

the MRLs (0.01 mg/kg) for different foods shall be approved as a reference value 

for purpose of compliance verification. 

6.3 Default MRLs of (0,01 mg/kg) shall be applied to the pesticides (Annex 5) on or 

in all food products. 

Annex (5) shows a list of pesticides with default MRLs of (0,01 mg/kg) on or in any 

food products. 

 
1 http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/pestres/en/ 

 
2 http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-db_en 

 
3 http://www.bryantchristie.com/BCGlobal-Subscriptions/Pesticide-MRLs 

 

http://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/codex-texts/dbs/pestres/en/
http://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/eu-pesticides-db_en
http://www.bryantchristie.com/BCGlobal-Subscriptions/Pesticide-MRLs


INFORMAL AND UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION 

8 
 

6.4 In case of detecting a pesticide residue in/on dried or processed food products 

that are not specified in the lists of MRLs for pesticides, the accurate 

characterization of the food product, as well as the changes in the levels of 

pesticide residues resulting from the industrial treatments (concentration or 

dilution) shall be taken into account when calculating the MRLs and EMRL listed 

in the processing standards in accordance with the concerned International 

Authorities4. 

6.5 In case of detecting multiple residues per food sample for different chemical 

groups, NFSA may, in accordance with the Risk Cup, assess the risks of the 

multiple pesticide residues, and take the appropriate procedure in respect of 

handling of such food. 

Bottled Water 

6.6 The MRLs for pesticides in bottled water products intended for direct 

consumption (whether bottled mineral or natural water or sweetened water) shall 

be applied in accordance with the following rules: 

6.6.1 No pesticide residue, related metabolites, or reaction products may exceed the 

specified limit of 0.1 μg/L (the MRLs shall be applied to each individual 

pesticide). 

6.6.2 In case of detecting multiple pesticides in a sample, the total pesticide values 

may not exceed the maximum concentration of 0.5 μg/L. 

6.6.3 A minimum value of 0.03 μg/L shall be applied to the pesticides enumerated 

in POP lists. 

 

 
4 Database of processing techniques and processing factors compatible with the EFSA food 

classification and description system FoodEx 2, Objective 1: Compendium of Representative 

Processing Techniques investigated in regulatory studies for pesticides, EFSA Supporting 

publication 2018:EN-1508, doi:10.2903/sp.efsa.2018.EN-1508. 

                 - European database of processing factors for pesticides in food, November 26, 2018, 

                        Available on: https://zenodo.org/record/1488653#.YFmyCq8zbIW 

                - Conversion factors for pesticide residues in dried organic products (for the evaluation 

                        according to the BNN orientation value for pesticides), The Bundesverband  

                        Naturkost Naturwaren (BNN), January 2017. 

                - Compilation of processing factors for pesticide residues, BfR Opinion, (2011), 

                       Federal Institute for Risk Assessment. 
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Infant and Young Children Food Products 

6.7 MRLs for pesticides in or on infant and young children food products (infant 

formulae and follow-up formulae whether for infants or young children), taking 

into account the updates issued by CAC, and the legislation and technical 

publications issued by EU countries in respect of MRLs shall be applied in 

accordance with the following rules: 

6.7.1 The value of 0.01 mg/kg- shall be approved as MRLs for pesticides in or on 

infant and young children food products, except as stated in the following Items 

(6.7.2, 6.7.3, and 6.7.4). 

6.7.2 the value of Less than 0.01 mg/kg shall be approved as MRLs for pesticides 

with high toxicity in or on infant and young children food products. 

Annex (6) shows Table (1) MRLs for pesticides with high toxicity in infant formulae 

and follow-up formulae. 

6.7.3 The use of pesticides listed in Annex (6) - Table (2) on any agricultural or food 

products for the purpose of producing infant formulae and follow-up formulae, 

is prohibited. 

6.7.4 The presence of pesticides included in POP lists, and of pesticides included in 

a list of potentially carcinogenic ones is prohibited in accordance with the 

reports of WHO-IARC in or on infant and young children food products. 

Article (7) 

Exported Food 

 

The requirements and legislation of countries importing from Egypt shall be 

implemented in respect of MRLs for pesticides in or on food samples in order to 

verify the compliance of food. 

Article (8) 

Egypt Pesticide MRLs Database  

For control purposes and with a view to providing technical data to the industry and 

trading partners, all data and information related to MRLs for pesticides in or on 

food samples in the Arab Republic of Egypt shall be published on the official website 

under the name “Egypt Pesticide MRLs Database”, (www.EGP-MRLs.nfsa.gov.eg). 

 

http://www.egp-mrls.nfsa.gov.eg/
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Article (9) 

The Chairman of BOD shall issue all the decisions required to implement the present 

Decree, and any decisions or provisions contrary to what is stated in this Decree 

shall be repealed. 

Article (10) 

This Decree shall be published in the Supplement to the Official Gazette (Al-Waqae 

Al-Misriyya), and shall enter into force on the day following date of publication 

provided that a period of six months is granted for adjustment of status from the date 

of entry into force of the Decree. 

Chairman of the Board of Directors 

Dr. Hussein Mansour 


