ASTA Organic ToolKit for the U.S. Organic Market

Organic Overview

Q: What is organic?

A: I n dédret UL ISed mugtnbe gmowms and processed acc:
Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulations ad
raising practices, pest and weed control, and wu
substances and physical, mechanical, or biologi
possible. The OrganiVcUFG®8odcsr eRatbdddl éa i mant iAcrtal st
food production, which states that for a produc
agricultural product under thi—s chapter, an agr

(1) have been produced and handled without t

ot herwise provided in this chapter;

(2) except as otherwise provided in this cha
l and to which any prohibited substances, 1inc
during the 3 years i mmediately preceding the
(3) be produced and handled in compliance wi

and handler of such product and the certifyi
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https://www.usda.gov/media/blog/2012/03/22/organic-101-what-usda-organic-label-means
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/USCODE-2011-title7/USCODE-2011-title7-chap94-sec6504
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Organic Certification
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A: TheNaJS DA a | Organiisc Rrgoveamnme@R) program that de

regulations for the production, handling, | abeling,
accr ediptasr ttyhicredr t i fying agents to certifyHaordhmdk o
t hat includes guidance, i nstructions, policy memos,

standardssDA Tlhet ai ns many fact sheets on different
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A: Organic certification is a cer roces:e
food and other organic agricultur I n ge
directly involved in food produc rtifi
suppliers, farmers, food process and
business in the organicosgetoc, c cC 0ome
handl er
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A: That | i kely depends on your busin®t ze and pr
product and want to claim that iit, or its ingredier
product probably needs to be certified. Dependi ng
need etcoome a cer, titfhicerebn éafxrired $ er o b ecemt infgi each mamdine rc
best for your business. There are certain exemptior
found in 7 CFR &8 205.101.
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A: I n the UarSganitchecrpatuhf itecst womki ng wi th an organi
and represent a products caegtorfgarnioc.U.ASecemmpefmytch ar
company is | ocated internationally.

Labeling Regulations
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A: The organic program e otrallniishdsahteye nrgenmgleier amen o ¢
to claim that it, or its ingredients are organic, )
Part 205 Subpart D. Thereiar ¢ adeVdmadpupeinijeme dtor g a
@rgaan@ade witbwhirglmneach have their own specific

for products with | ess than 70% organic ingredient:c
ingredient statement or in a statement on the infor
ingredients.
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/handbook
https://www.usda.gov/topics/organic
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/need-be-certified
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/need-be-certified
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/DoINeedTobeCertifiedOrganicFactSheet.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/benefits.
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/becoming-certified
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/labeling
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Labeling%20Organic%20Products.pdf
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Labeling Regulations cont...
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A: fTheduction and aredltiherg sttfamd@aamdss by which organi
Al l organic operations must comply with al/ requir e
a |l abeling term that indicates that the food or ot}

using approved met hods.
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A: No, genetically modi fi — k nc
al so as bi oengianreee rperdd miobr GMO

organic products. Additio : :

are exempt from the U.S. ,
disclosure regul ati onsaMOQ Orgaillc on
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AUSDA organic regulations 5 ces,
production and processing requirements are allowed
products may nhoorgamit@ai nngmgdinemt s or processing ai
®@r gamOeuor gadhhe, ondrygaminc substance\satalolnoawe d_iasrte oo n

and ProhibitedrSNadgtioomads Li st, and any such subst a
by weigh or fluid volume, excluding water and salt.
may be used in organic products (7 CFR 8 205.601),
may not be used in organic crop production. The Nat
fumigants for pest control, -andandensubbséanaebi mhat

on processed organic products (7 CFR 88 205.605 anc

1d 7EAO0 EO OEA . AOCEITAI |/ OCATEA 30AT AAOAO "1 AOAe

A: The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) is &
volunteers from across the organic community. The I
wi de range of issues involving the production, hanct
makes recommendations to the NOP about which subst g
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A I f you violate the organieafloalxelmiemdA dalaivitsi,omyaol ul ym:
a certified handler and you violate the organic | at
revoked. The NOP has compiled a |list of informatior

annouheed
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/OrganicProductionandHandlingStandards.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/publications/content/can-gmos-be-used-organic-products
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/national-list
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/national-list
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic-enforcement-activity
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic/fraudulent-certificates
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Labeling and regulations cont3
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A: Organic fraudailsewlyemeprepseduetd ias fcertified or

federal organic regulations. Using f-oagdonlentagdocu
products as organic is punishable by fines of wup t
behavior to watch out for in the spiceerdardiucstpryod ung
together and then selling the final product as org

false organié¢ ¢ OCOON gwatphpG@hBRBGEN EDOORA @I OO0OAT COE,
AT £ OAAT AT 68 4EA POI bl OAA OO1I A xI1 OI A Ei il OA AAAEOE
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International Importing and Exporting
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A: Organic equivalency is wheB drwparciow ngrrd gersam eaxso gn
two countries are equivalent, organic products can
certification. I f you produce organic products in a
eqguivalencwi ahrebmetwt S., your products will fall un
exception specifically states otherwise. This may r
maintain. As UOfSJuocer 220 ytimai ntains organic equi Vv
European Union, Japan, Tai wan, Korea and Switzerl an
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A: The AMS FAQ on Exporting Organic Predpottfoomatbh
prodficom the U.S., to countries with valid equivale
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade/how-does-usda-assess-organic-equivalency-other-countries
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Exporting%20Organic%20Products%20Factsheet.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Exporting%20Organic%20Products%20Factsheet.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/strengthening-organic-enforcement-proposed-rule
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International Importing and Exporting cont...
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A: The AMS FAQ on I mporting OrganiicmpPorrotd uocrtgsafniriacimop rtohd
countries with a valid equivalency agreement as well

agreements must have an NOP import certificate with

Treatment for Organic Spices

1qg 7EAO OOAAOI AT O 1 AOGET AO AOA AP
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ATreat ment met hods f or use i n or
steam treat ment . These differ fr?
conventional spices, which can i
steam. Of the three main trea+me

ethyl ene oxi de,—oindryaditataimorn, exatt en
certified organic foods. OpORAPQg&Q
an@rgadamieducts must not be produ
CFR &8 205.301(f)(2). Further, NO
synthetic chemicals for use on organic products wunl e

permitted, and ethylene oxide is only authorized for
pineapple flowering. 7 CFR &8 205.601(k). Et hyl ene ox
organic spices. Alternative methods are constantly b

spices depending on the methodology and efficacy.
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A: It is not uncommon to find higher total plate, ye
compared to conventional spices, based on treat ment
significantly between spices and compani es. It is im
does not necessafiety poseeanfodd with all spiGes, or
regulations, including the Preventive Controls for H
subject to a validated3AF ehadddehdt mert hmidec it @b iadldo gissa l
I n terms efatdtolgeernimcomi cr obi ol ogical specifications,
there are no established U.S. regulatory or ASTA | im
acceptance criteria. Additionally, the Ameerciocname nHleerdb
mi crobial I imits for botanical i ngr ewliidentwni fWhriniet yt,h
ultimately at &t le smareufiam:mt troerest abli sh or adhere to
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Importing%20Organic%20Products%20Factsheet.pdf
http://www.ahpa.org/Portals/0/PDFs/Policies/14_0206_AHPA_micro_limits_comparisons.pdf

