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WELCOME 
JOANNA!

New ASTA 
General Counsel



ASTA Update

ɆWelcome Joanna Drake

ɆASTA BOD Meeting Updates
Á Strategic Planning 

Á Committee Restructuring

Á SuitcasingPolicy

ɆTrade and Tariff Update

ɆPesticide Updates

ɆLead in Spices 



ASTA BOD Meeting October 2

ɆASTA board met yesterday

ɆKey discussion items
Á Financial investments

Á Pesticide updates

Á Committee updates

Á Upcoming strategic planning session

Á 5ÐÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ Ǫ ȰSuitcasingȱ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ



Strategic Planning 
January 2020

Mission: 
Ensure the supply of clean, safe spices, shape public policy on behalf of the industry and 

advance the business interests of members 

Vision: 
Voice of the U.S. spice industry in the global market

ADVOCACY ɀREPRESENTING US 
INDUSTRY INTERESTS AND SUPPORTING 

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

FOOD SAFETY ɀFACILITATING FOOD 
SAFETY THROUGH RESEARCH AND 

EDUCATION

STRONG ASSOCIATION ɀMAINTAINING A 
UNITED INDUSTRY MEMBERSHIP



Member Needs Assessment Survey

ɆWe will be launching the member needs assessment survey this fall

ɆResults will influence strategic planning process 

ɆPlease complete the survey!



Current Committee Structure
Board of Directors

Education Working Group

Annual Meeting Program 
Committee

PCW Working 
Group

New Buyer Task Force

Spice Integrity 
Council

Executive 

Committee

Food Safety Committee

Lead Task Force

Validation 
Task Force

Allergen Task Force

Analytical Methods 
Subcommittee

Government 

Relations Committee

Poppy Seed Task Force

Organic Task Force

Nominations Committee 
(required per bylaws)

Membership Outreach 
Committee

Communications

Working Group

Member Needs 
Working Group

Networking 
Working Group

Arbitration Board 
(required per bylaws)



Task Force Approach

ɆFewer standing committees

ɆMore time-limited, goal-oriented task 
forces and working groups

ɆFlexible, efficient approach to tackle 
industry issues as they arise 

Get 
Involved!



2020 Annual Meeting

ɆNew format!
Á Crop reports split over two days

Á More sessions, more topics, more 
dynamic speakers 

Á Business meeting moved to Tuesday 
afternoon 

ɆPre-Conference Workshop: Global 
Trade and Regulations 



ASTA SuitcasingPolicy: Rollout and 
Education
ɆGood practice for robust trade associations like ASTA to have a suitcasingpolicy to 

continue to support ASTA events and industry participants

ɆWhat is suitcasing?
Á The practice in which companies gain access to an ASTA event, typically by either 

registering no company employee for the event or registering only one or some 
company employees for the event, and then such company representatives hold 
competing events or conduct business with legitimately registered event attendees at 
the event venue, whether in reserved venue space such as a hotel room or in other 
public spaces at the event venue.

ɆWhat does the policy detail?
Á Defines suitcasing
Á Establishes zero tolerance
Á Outlines how members and ASTA staff can report suitcasing
Á Communicates potential escalating penalties



ASTA SuitcasingPolicy: Rollout and 
Education
ɆHow does ASTA plan to communicate about the new policy?
Á Introduce the policy to members today!

Á ASTA will continue to work with hotel and event venue locations that will support 
!34!ȭÓ suitcasingpolicy and work to include anti-suitcasinglanguage in hotel 
contracts

Á ASTA will include this suitcasingpolicy or an appropriate reference to this policy 
within all ASTA event registration form(s) to ensure that registrants are aware of 
and agree to this suitcasingpolicy prior to registering for events

!34!ȭÓ ÐÏÌÉÃÙ ÉÓ ÓÉÍÉÌÁÒ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÒÁÄÅ ÁÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ suitcasingpolicies



Trade in Turbulent Times

ɆTrade update for ASTA Members
Á US Section 301 Action: China

Á US ɀEU Civil Aircraft Subsidies

Á United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) Update



Section 301 - China

ɆThe Trump administration started a trade dispute with China in early 2018, in 
an attempt to address certain trade practices

ɆBoth countries have implemented a series of ad valorem duties on thousands of 
products and threatened further escalations, with no clear end in sight



Section 301 ςChina
A Timeline

March 1, 
2018

ɆPresident Trump announces tariffs on all imports of steel and aluminum, including metals from China

March -
April, 2018

ɆPresident Trump announces proposal to impose 25% tariffs on $50 billion worth of Chinese Goods.
ɆChina announces tariffs in retaliation to US steel and aluminum duties and establishes a list of more than 100 US goods 

worth about $50 billion subject to retaliatory tariffs

April ɀJuly, 
2018

ɆHigh level trade talks between US and China appear to break down and US administration moves forwards with List 1 
tariffs in two tranches: 25% duties on $34 billion on July 6 (List 1 ) and 25% on $16 billion in August 23 (List 2 )
ɆUS administration threatens 10% tariffs on another $200 billion of Chinese goods (List 3 )
ɆIncludes dried garlic (0712.90.40), dried fennel, marjoram, parsley, savory and tarragon (0712.90.60 and 0712.90.70), 

dried parsley (0712.90.65)



Section 301 ςChina
A Timeline

August, 
2018

ɆUS administration proposes to increase List 3 tariffs from 10% to 25%
ɆChina announces intention to impose tariffs at various rates on another $60 

billion worth of US goods if Trump moves forward with List 3

September, 
2018

ɆUS imposes tariffs on List 3 ; tariff rate is scheduled to increase from 10% to 25% 
on January 1, 2019

December 
2018

ɆPresident Trump and Chinese President Xi Jingpingsit down at the G20 summit in 
Argentina which leads to 90-day delay in List 3 duty rate escalation until March 1, 
2019



Section 301 ςChina
A Timeline

May 2019

ɆBreak down in bilateral trade talks again!
ɆUS administration increases List 3 duties to 25%
ɆChina retaliates against the US by announcing it will raise tariff rates on $60 billion worth of US products
ɆUS administration proposes 25% tariffs on additional $300 billion worth of Chinese goods (List 4 )
ɆIncludes a number of spice products including black pepper (0904.11.00), crushed or ground paprika and other capsicum (0904.22)

August 
2019

ɆUS announces that List 4 tariffs will be imposed on September 1, except for a subset of goods which will be imposed on December 15

September 
2019

ɆUS administration formally imposes 25% tariffs on $112 worth of goods on List 4
ɆChina retaliates with tariffs on thousands of American products including cars
ɆUSTR announces high-level trade talks between US and China in October



!{¢!Ωǎ tƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ олм !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ

4ÈÅ !34! "ÏÁÒÄ ÏÆ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÃÁÒÅÆÕÌÌÙ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ 53 ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 
actions
Á ASTA diverse membership and interests

Á Decision to remain neutral 



US ςChina Trade Tensions: Spillover?



US ςEU Dispute: Civil Aircraft Subsidies

ɆLongstanding WTO dispute between the US and the EU over civil aircraft 
subsidies to Boeing and Airbus

ɆWTO ruled in May 2019 that the EU illegally subsidized Airbus ɀnow just a 
question of how much retaliation is permissible

ɆUnited States Trade Representative (USTR) has already published lists of 
products potentially subject to additional duties all with an approximate trade 
value of $25 billion
Á USHTS Chapter 33 essential oils and oleoresins included

ɆWTO will grant the US permission to impose tariffs on EU expected 
to announce this week the value of EU goods the UScan target
Á Expected $7.5 billion



Generalized System of Preferences (GSP): 
India & Turkey
ɆMarch 2019 US administration announced intention to end GSP benefits for 

India and Turkey

ɆIndia: The US initiated review of India's compliance with GSP market access 
criteria
Á Indian trade barriers create conflict with GSP criterion

ɆTurkey: Increasing economic development (rising per capita gross national 
income, declining poverty rates and export diversification) are evidence that 
benefits under GSP no longer necessary

ɆImpact to spice trade:
Á A number of spices imported from India and Turkey that could lose duty-free 

benefit



USMCA

ɆAttempt to modernize NAFTA

ɆInitial tri -party signing ceremony on November 30, 2018

ɆRatification necessary
Á Mexico ratified USMCA on June 19, 2019

Á US and Canada still not ratified ɀpolitical hurdles in both countries

ɆASTA joined coalition of allied trade associations as a signatory to a letter in 
support of the USMCA and Congressional ratification



FDA 2017 Pesticide Monitoring Report

Ɇ2017 Pesticide Monitoring Report

ɆFDA analyzed 6,069 human food samples (1,799 domestic and 4,270 import 
samples) 

Commodity Samples (N) Without 
Residues N (%)

Violative 
Samples N (%)

Over 
Tolerance (N)

No Tolerance 
(N)

Spices 38 18 (47.4%) 6 (15.8%) 3 5



FDA Office of Imports Meeting 

Ɇ-ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 0ÁÔÒÉÃË "Ï×ÅÎ ÏÆ &$!ȭÓ )ÍÐÏÒÔ /ÐÅÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ $ÉÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÎ !ÕÇÕÓÔ τ

ɆFDA is aware that some district offices are testing for pesticide residues

ɆFDA HQ recognizes that low levels of pesticide residues on spices do not 
present a food safety risk 
Á Equated spices to tea from a risk standpoint

ɆIndicated that HQ advises district offices not to prioritize the testing of 
pesticides on spices
Á District offices have the authority to test, technically still a violation



Crop Grouping Proposed Rule
Proposed rule published August 27, with a 60-day comment period

Current Crop Group Proposed Crop Group

Crop Group 19 Herbs and Spices Group
Å 68 commodities
Å Rep crops:  basil (fresh & dried); black 

pepper; chive; celery seed or dill seed

No equivalent

Herbs Subgroup 19A
Å 36 commodities
Å Rep crops: basil (fresh & dried); chive

Crop Group 25: Herb Crop Group
Å 316 commodities
Å 2 subgroups: dried and fresh
Å Rep crops: Dried: dried basil and dried 

mint, Fresh: fresh basil and fresh mint

Spices Subgroup 19B
Å 32 commodities
Å Rep crops: black pepper; celery seed or dill 

seed

Crop Group 26: Spices Crop Group
Å 167 commodities
Å Rep crops: dill seed or celery seed



Crop Grouping Proposed Rule

ɆProposed rule acknowledges monitoring data may be used to petition for an 
import tolerance for spices  

ɆASTA formed a task force to inform our comments ɀdue Oct 28

ɆComments to include:
Á Thank EPA for monitoring data policy
ɆRequest clarification on if monitoring data can be used for entire crop group 

ɆRequest use of monitoring data for herbs crop group as well

Á Request for expansion of spice crop group to include paprika, chili, ginger, turmeric, 
and sesame

Á Request for automatic extension of MRLs on dill seed or celery seed to entire crop 
group



ASTA Seeking Additional MRLs for Spices

ɆExploring various paths to pursue new MRLs for spices
Á Monitoring data

Á Pilot study ɀglobal harmonization

Á IR-4

ɆMulti -year process, ASTA investing $$$



EPA has 18 
months to 
review petition 
before making a 
determination

PRIA fees 
$16K min

Expert 
fees  $20-
40K


































