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The President’s Report
2015-2016

This past year was no different from other years in which numerous issues touched our association and
industry, with staff and volunteer leaders stepping up to address them. You’ll hear about many of ASTA’s
activities in other reports and I would like to focus on two key issues: FSMA and economically motivated
adulteration.

It is certainly no surprise to anyone in the spice industry, or the food industry for that matter, that a major
focus this year was the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) as FDA met court-ordered deadlines and
began to publish final rules with compliance dates. The rules are complex and will require significant
attention from ASTA members and others in the supply chain. ASTA continues to provide education,
information and resources to help ensure members understand their responsibilities. We continued our
joint webinar series with the Flavor and Extract Manufacturers Association as each final rule was published.
The Fall Regulatory Workshop featured three speakers from FDA just as the first rules were coming out. The
Pre-Conference Workshop in April will take an in-depth look at several key elements of the Preventive
Controls and Foreign Supplier Verification Program rules in an effort to give members ideas on how to
approach implementation in their companies. ASTA has added links on the website to FDA resources and
will continue to keep you up to date as guidance and other information is released.
The active involvement with FDA that we have undertaken is having a positive influence as the Agency is
utilizing the detailed information that a number of members have provided to better train their inspectors
on the uniqueness of the spice industry. FDA is taking steps to ensure inspectors know more about the
industries they are charged with inspecting in an effort to make the process better for everyone involved.
ASTA was also tapped to provide feedback on the FSMA rollout and areas the FDA can improve to assist
industry in complying.

As FSMA is implemented, the visibility of the role the spice industry has within the greater food industry
will be highlighted even more. Our customers will look to us as they implement FSMA to ensure we are
taking the appropriate steps to ensure the safety of the spices and spice blends they rely on as key
ingredients in the products they produce. All companies in the spice industry, both here in the U.S. and our
suppliers overseas, are being held to these safety standards and it is a responsibility to be taken seriously
because of the tremendous impact one mistake can have on many companies in the supply chain.

Another area of concern in the supply chain is food fraud and economically motivated adulteration.
Attendees at the Fall Regulatory Workshop received information about the U. S. Pharmacopeial Convention
(USP) on-line, searchable database for food ingredient fraud reports. Unfortunately the database contains
many, many examples of food fraud in spices. It is, however, a useful tool for our industry as we all share a
responsibility to ensure we are trading in clean, safe spice and that the product we sell to our customers is
indeed the pure spice they are searching for. ASTA added a food fraud/adulteration section to the website
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this year to ensure everyone in the industry understands the ramifications of economically motivated
adulteration and the impact it has on the entire industry.

I would like to thank my fellow Board members for their support this past year as they provided their time,
their experience and their expertise to our Board deliberations. The different viewpoints and opinions we
each bring to our discussions are important in reaching the best decisions for ASTA and our industry.

Greg Lightfoot
President

March 11, 2016
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The Executive Director’s Report
2015-2016

At each quarterly meeting of the Board of Directors, the ASTA strategic plan and operational plan that details
specific projects to accomplish our goals is reviewed. Progress is evaluated and next steps agreed to and
periodically the completed box is checked. But much of ASTA’s work continues over lengthy periods of time
as that is the nature of the work we are engaged in, particularly when that work involves regulatory
agencies, such as noxious weed seeds or the establishment of pesticide tolerances. The timeframes
established by regulatory agencies can be lengthy. Consider that the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA)
was signed into law in January 2011 and final rules are just being issued with implementation dates still 18
months off. Yet much work is done behind the scenes in the interim and it is my hope that these reports and
the updates we provide at the ASTA Regulatory Workshop each fall will provide a sense of the work the
elected leadership and staff are engaged in.
There are some areas we can easily change. Attendees will once again notice a few changes at this year’s
Annual Meeting. After two years, we are eliminating the second track of sessions on Tuesday afternoon that
was an alternative for attendees not interested in attending the crop reports. Despite strong support for the
idea in the post-meeting evaluations, attendance at these sessions was quite low, while the crop report room
was over flowing. Out of respect for the second track speakers who developed some outstanding
presentations for a small number of attendees, we’re reverting back to the single track for the entire
meeting. We are moving forward with one other change though as there was strong support for the small
city venue in Charleston. We’ll be working some more urban locations into the mix, beginning with Austin,
TX in 2017.

It is a privilege to represent ASTA at a number of meetings in the U.S and throughout the world. These
meetings provide important opportunities to highlight ASTA’s successes and activities and to promote
participation in ASTA and our meetings. They also open the door to collaborate with our colleagues at other
spice associations on key issues, perhaps best highlighted by the December meeting in Vietnam jointly
attended by ASTA, the European Spice Association and the Canadian Spice Association to discuss concerns
about pesticide residues with the Vietnam Pepper Association, government officials and numerous other
stakeholders. It is our hope that these discussions can lead to changes in how the farmers address problems
with their crops.
I also represented ASTA at the 2015 meeting of the International Association for Food Protection in
Portland, OR, last summer, providing the spice industry perspective as part of a panel that included several
representatives from FDA discussing the risks of pathogens in spices. A number of ASTA members who
were attending the session shared my surprise when one of the FDA speakers claimed the spice industry
relies on drying for pathogen reduction of most spices. While she was correct that drying isn’t an effective
pathogen reduction treatment, I was able to correct the other misinformation she presented, both during
the question and answer session of her presentation and again during my presentation.

4

I continue to be fortunate to be supported by a great team. Senior Manager Margarita Passero has oversight
of all day-to-day operations and makes sure I meet her deadlines. We celebrated Meegan Kavanaugh’s
promotion to Senior Coordinator this year. Government Relation’s Director Kelley Poole had her hands full
with the publication of FSMA final rules. And Kelly Marks rejoined ASTA as Director of Meetings. For those
of you with long memories, Kelly and I attended our first ASTA Annual Meeting together in 2003 in
Monterey.

Cheryl Deem

Executive Director
March 11, 2016
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The Treasurer’s Report
Financial Highlights

This report covers the audit for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015 and actions taken by the ASTA Board of
Directors related to financial policies.

The Board reviews ASTA’s financial policies and investment strategies on an annual basis as part of the
budget planning process. The approved 2014-2015 budget plan was developed to continue funding projects
identified in the strategic plan. Funds spent on key projects included $5,100 to develop comments to submit
to FDA on the Food Safety Modernization Act proposed rules, $25,000 for the second and final payment for
surrogate development conducted jointly with ILSI North America, and approximately $10,000 for ongoing
work related to noxious weed seed. In addition, the Board allocated $30,000 in unbudgeted funds for expert
and legal assistance to address issues stemming from peanut protein found in ground cumin.

The operating budget was approved at ($2,620), with an additional $13,000 expected in returns on ASTA’s
investments. At year end, revenue was favorable to the budget, and ASTA’s investments resulted in better
than expected performance at $22,357. As a result, ASTA finished the year with a net gain of $48,873.
ASTA’s total unrestricted net assets at the end of the fiscal year were $1,103,722.
ASTA'S UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
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Membership dues continue to be ASTA’s primary source of revenue. Total membership revenue, including
new member initiation fees, was $850,675, exceeding the budgeted amount of $844,750. Complete details
on membership are included in a separate membership report. ASTA’s second largest revenue source is the
annual meeting, with non-member registration fees, sponsorship, and exhibits accounting for the majority
of the net profit.
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Lydon Fetterolf Corydon, P.A., Certified Public Accountants conducted an audit of our statement of financial
position as of June 30, 2015 and found that our financial statements present fairly ASTA’s financial position.
A copy of the audit report follows. They state that management of ASTA’s funds was according to good
practice and that no significant errors were identified.
ASTA staff continues to provide timely and complete financial reporting for the Treasurer and the Board to
review. The Board approves all significant expenditures. In my opinion, the Board has acted responsibly
throughout the year, for which I thank them all for their services.
Matthew J. Meilander
Treasurer
March 11, 2016
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
PROVIDED BY LYDON FETTEROLF CORDYON, P.A. - JANUARY 5, 2016
AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR JUNE 30, 2015 AND 2014
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Arbitration Board Report
2015-2016

Since the writing of the last annual report, four requests for arbitration were received. The first hearing was
held in April 2015. The second hearing, which involved two arbitrations with the same parties, was held in
September 2015. Following that hearing, an appeal request was filed. The Arbitration Board reviewed that
request and it was denied in December 2015. A hearing is scheduled for March 2016 on the fourth
arbitration request.
Results of all arbitrations are posted on the ASTA website.

I would like to thank the members of the Arbitration Board and alternates for their dedication and service.

Arbitration Board:
Peter Landes, K.H.L. Flavors, Inc.
Fletcher Sayia, A.A. Sayia & Co., Inc.
Alternates:
Ron Elton, John H. Elton, Inc.
Alan Milroy, Jupiter Commodities
Ed Sands, Max Van Pels, Inc.
Frank Wells, Culinary Farms, Inc.

Neil Caplan, Ludwig Mueller, Inc. Co.
Arbitration Board, Chair
March 11, 2016

21

Education Committee Report
2015-2016

The primary focus for the Education Committee was to look at ways to supplement educational efforts
already underway for the implementation of the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA). ASTA continued its
jointly sponsored webinar series as the final rules were published and the Education Committee focused on
development of more in-depth education focused on implementation.

The Committee designed the topics and identified speakers for the Pre-Conference Workshop to be held in
conjunction with the April 2016 Annual Meeting. The workshop was developed to help attendees break
down two primary rules into the key areas for implementation. Two sessions will focus on the Preventive
Controls rule looking at the food safety plan and how to build one and then a closer look at the qualified
individual who develops and validates the plan. Another session will look at the Foreign Supplier
Verification Program (FSVP) and how both a U.S. company and an overseas supplier are preparing. There
will also be a series of table top exercises for attendees to work through to discuss these rules and different
interpretations based on particular scenarios.

The committee continues to review a priority list of other educational topics to begin development of new
projects and coordinates with the Food Safety and Government Relations and Advocacy Committees to
ensure key topics in their areas are also addressed.
I served as the committee’s liaison to the Annual Meeting Program Committee as part of the Education
Committee’s commitment to ensure all of ASTA’s education is coordinated.

I would like to thank the members of the Education Committee for their commitment to making their ideas
become programs for our members and we look forward to continuing to provided necessary resources and
education for the spice industry.

Education Committee:
Freddy Compean, Ecumexa - Compean
Rebeca Hard, ConAgra Foods
Doug Marshall, Eurofins
David Solomon, BDS Natural Products
Don Stephens, ACH Food Companies
James McKinley Thomason, The Doug Jeffords Group
Simone Cormier, Allegro Coffee Company, Board Liaison
Larry Lichter, McCormick & Company, Inc.
Education Committee, Chair
March 11, 2016
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Food Safety Committee Report
2015-2016

During 2015, ASTA’s Food Safety Committee (FSC) made significant progress to align its priorities with
ASTA’s strategic plan and provide food safety and technical resources to ASTA. The committee worked in
conjunction with ASTA’s Education Committee to ensure alignment of priorities.

During 2015, the FSC met twice in person. The committee has participation from a diverse group of
professionals who contributed their technical and business expertise through years of experience in the
industry.

HIGHLIGHTS OF FSC ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING 2015 ARE:
•

•
•
•

ASTA’s Website now hosts a complete section on Food Safety. As the focus on food safety continues
to rise across the world, earning the trust of customers, consumers and regulatory agencies will
create distinctive value for the spice industry. The section now hosts a variety of information in
detail for members to access.
The HACCP Guide was revised to account for changes companies need to implement related to
Preventive Controls in the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA).
A new Good Manufacturing Practices Guide (GMP Guide) was published following a very rigorous
approach by a group of focused FSC member. This new Guide provides a very comprehensive tool
for use by the spice industry worldwide.
During 2015, the FSC Committee has formed four subcommittees to enable more focused work in
the key areas of Microbiology, Pathogen Reduction, Analytical Methods and Food Safety and
Regulatory Compliance Tools. Work in some of these groups was already underway while two of
them are new.

Microbiology Subcommittee
• The subcommittee has reviewed the methods specifically used in detection of Salmonella in spices
and the dilution protocols which need standardization to ensure that industry is following
standardized methodologies. The reviewed document was submitted to FDA for feedback and
recommendations, with the Agency currently considering additional changes.
• ASTA continues to fund research with ILSNI North America to identify suitable surrogates for
validation of microbial reduction processes. The research was originally expected to be completed
by October 2015, but has been delayed by six months. Once completed it will be published and the
surrogates will be available at no cost to ASTA members through ILSI North America.

Analytical Methods Subcommittee
• A draft method for rapid screening of dressed black pepper has been circulated for review of the
recommended time /temperature parameters.
• Method 29.0 – method for illegal dyes in spices is being taken up as a collaborative project. The
committee agreed to add information about the need to use a spiked sample for validation on the
product matrix of interest.
• It was concluded that there is not a need for an ASTA method to detect ochratoxin/aflatoxin as there
is an AOAC method in place for individual matrices.
• A revision for ASTA Method 18.0 for determination of cucuminoids in turmeric is being reviewed
for publication during 2016.
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•

A number of ASTA members participated in a project led by FARRP to evaluate testing options for
allergens. Preliminary results have been shared with ASTA and the research is expected to be
published in 2016.

Check Sample Program
• The Check Sample Program was successful in 2015 with higher number of participants for the
program, up to 64 labs from 61 the previous year. The committee is considering revising
instructions in the pathogen detection methods based on the proposed changes in the dilution
protocols as soon as it is agreed with FDA.
• Members of the Food Safety Committee continue to volunteer to donate the spices required for the
Check Sample Program.

LEADERSHIP TRANSITION:

During the Annual Meeting in 2016, Lynda Lathrop will take over the chair of the ASTA FSC. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank and congratulate all members of the FSC for their active participation and
accomplishments through voluntary work. It has been a learning experience for me in the last two years
and I would like to thank the ASTA Board and Cheryl for having the confidence in me and providing guidance
to lead the FSC.

Food Safety Committee:
Lynda Lathrop, Griffith Laboratories, Vice Chair
Stan Bailey, Biomerieux Industry
Abdul Basit, Kalustyan Corp.
Roger Clarke, Cannamela Divisione Di Bonomelli S.R.I.
Paula Coe, Mincing Overseas Spice Company
Alain Darriet, Wixon, Inc.
Rebeca Hard, ConAgra Foods
Dan Hemming, Sensient Natural Ingredients
Matt Hollister, Oregon Spice Company
Sebnem Karasu, Birlik A.S.
Karim-Franck Khinouche, Novolyze
Erik Knedgen, Kalsec, Inc.
Amy Lytle, ACH Food Companies Inc.
Marty Mitchell, Certified Laboratories, Inc.
Supat “Sam” Sirivicha, Eurofins US Food Division
David Lessans, Chesapeake Spice Company, Board Liaison

Siva Subramanian, Olam Spices and Vegetable Ingredients

Food Safety Committee, Chair
March 11, 2016
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Government Relations and Advocacy Report
2015-2016

Once again it has been a busy year for the Government Relations and Advocacy Committee, holding two faceto-face meetings and several conference calls over the past twelve months.

The primary focus for the committee was once again implementation of the Food Safety Modernization Act
(FSMA), although our efforts shifted from trying to shape the rules to analysis and education as the final
rules were issued. ASTA signed on to a food industry coalition letter opposing FDA user fees and fees
associated with the Voluntary Qualified Importers Program (VQIP). ASTA held three webinars on FSMA
rules to provide details on the final rules relating to the Foreign Supplier Verification Program and the
Preventive Controls for Human Foods as well as FSMA inspections.

ASTA’s advocacy efforts from years past also paid off. The Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2015-2020
included a mention of spices as a tool that can be used for healthier eating. Published every five years, the
Guidelines serve as the basis for federal nutrition policy and encourage Americans to shift food choices to
healthier options. When discussing the Guideline recommendation to reduce sodium intake, the published
Guidelines included “cooking foods from scratch to control the sodium content of dishes; limiting sauces,
mixes, and “instant” products, including flavored rice, instant noodles, and ready-made pasta; and flavoring
foods with herbs and spices instead of salt.”

The publication of the final FSMA rules sparked attendance at the 2015 ASTA Regulatory Workshop held on
October 14th in Crystal City, VA, with 90 attendees at the 10th annual workshop. Representatives from FDA
provided insight on FSMA implementation and the just-released rules. There was also discussion on
enforcement tools at FDA’s disposal and the directive from the U.S. Department of Justice to pursue criminal
enforcement. Other speakers provided information on tools available to assist in FSMA implementation
such as guidance on food fraud mitigation, economically motivated adulteration (EMA), and FSMA readiness
self-assessment.

The committee also focused on adding regulatory resources to the ASTA website. Several tools were added
this year, including links to FDA subject matter experts for FSMA compliance related questions, import
volume and spice consumption data and global trade statistics, links to USDA treatment information on
spices, an international maximum residue level database and information on California Proposition 65.
I would like to thank my fellow committee members for volunteering over the past year to increase our
voice on behalf of ASTA and the spice industry and for providing their industry expertise.

Government Relations & Advocacy Committee:
Bev Tschirhart, McCormick & Co., Inc., Board Liaison
Karen Burns, ETO Sterilization-Cosmed Group
Ron Elton, John H. Elton, Inc.
Joanne Ferrara, ConAgra Foods
Darrell Portz, Griffith Laboratories
JennieAnn Reitemeyer, Van de Vries Spice Corporation
Janis Rich-Gutierrez, Kalustyan Corporation
Manoj Ruparelia, Mincing Overseas Spice Company
Sara Sanders, Kalsec, Inc.
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Whitney Sayia, A.A. Sayia & Co., Inc.
Tim Sonntag, Wixon, Inc.
Vinay Sreekumar, Olam Spices and Vegetables, Inc.
Carol Kitchen, ACH Foods
Government Relations and Advocacy, Chair
March 11, 2016
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Membership Report
2015-2016

I am pleased to join the committee as the new Chair and present a report on membership. The Membership
Committee met throughout the year, focusing its efforts on member recruitment and retention strategies.

Following is an overview of membership activity since the release of the last Annual Report, showing an
increase of one in both the Active and Associate membership categories.
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Active Member Activity
Three new members joined ASTA since last April while there were two resignations. Active membership has
been fairly flat in the past few years, however, we are seeing signs of increased interest with five companies
currently in the process of joining ASTA.

Associate Member Activity

The decline in Associate membership that we experienced over the past five to six years appears to have
finally reversed, with a net increase of one new member this past year. Two companies joined ASTA and one
resigned.

New Member Recruitment and Outreach

The Membership Committee is working to identify companies that can benefit from ASTA membership.
Committee members continue to reach out to prospective members from ASTA’s non-member database and
continue to add prospects to the list. ASTA staff continues to follow-up on these leads to provide
prospective members with information on membership and upcoming events.
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The Membership Committee continues to look at the value proposition for membership overall and what
more could be done to recruit and retain members. ASTA will be conducting a member needs assessment in
2017 and the Committee will use the results to build on its recruitment efforts. Committee members
continue to co-host the First Timers Reception with the Board of Directors and are available to answer
questions and help new attendees have a positive experience at their first Annual meeting as well as
encourage non-member attendees to join.

Growing Individual Member Participation

In an effort to reach more individuals within each member company, ASTA sent an “Add me” email that could
be forwarded to individuals at member companies to assist them with obtaining login username and
passwords for the ASTA website. This also ensured that these individuals receive regular communication
from ASTA, like FYI ASTA and ASTA Advocate. ASTA staff continues to add new individuals.

Social Media Strategies

ASTA launched its Twitter account in November of 2015. The account is monitored by ASTA staff and is used
as one more way to provide information on upcoming events and other association issues. ASTA’s Twitter
account is protected and only open to current members. The Membership Committee will continue to look
at ways to better communicate with members.
I would like to thank the members of the Membership Committee for their dedication and service.

Membership Committee:
Kerri Goad-Berrios, Kalustyan
Troy Dryden, Chesapeake Spice Co. LLC
Elizabeth Harszy, C.A.P.S. Inc.
Simon Orrell, Trace Gains, Inc.
Fletcher Sayia, A.A. Sayia & Co., Inc.
Sushama Srikandath, AVT McCormick Ingredients, Pvt., Ltd., Board Liaison
Greg Sommerville, McCormick Global Ingredients
Membership Committee, Chair
March 11, 2016
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Nominating Committee Report
2016-2017 SLATE

The Nominating Committee is please to present the following slate of nominees for the Board of Directors
and the Arbitration Board for approval by the Membership at the 2016 Annual Meeting.

DIRECTORS TO SERVE ONE YEAR TERMS

Simone Cormier, Allegro Coffee Company
Kent DeVries, Silva International, Inc.
Ryan Goularte, Sensient Natural Ingredients
David Lessans, Chesapeake Spice Co. LLC
Greg Lightfoot, Kalustyan Corporation
Greg Metschke, Griffith Foods
Vinayak Narain, Olam Spices and Vegetable Ingredients
David Solomon, BDS Natural Products
Sushama Srikandath, AVT McCormick Ingredients Pvt., Ltd.
Bev Tschirhart, McCormick & Company, Inc.
Alfons van Gulick, Nedspice Sourcing BV

Frank Collette of Glendale Warehouse will serve the second year of a two year term as the non-voting
representative of the Associate Membership.

ARBITRATION BOARD

The following is nominated for a two year term as Arbitration Board Chair:
Tom Overby, Nedspice USA

The following will serve the second year of the two year term as Board members:

Peter Sayia Jr., A.A. Sayia & Co., Inc.
Stephen Bermingham, Polytrade International, Inc.
Alternates

The following are nominated for one year terms:
Dan Crabbe, A.A. Sayia & Co., Inc.
Spencer Martin, Wm. E. Martin & Sons Co., Inc.
Alan Milroy, Jupiter Commodities
Frank Wells, Culinary Farms, Inc.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Roger Clarke, Cannamela Divisione Di Bonomelli S.R.I.
Gaspare Colletti, Cell Foods, Inc.
Kerri Goad-Berrios, Kalustyan Corporation
Don Stephens, ACH Food Companies, Inc.
Kirk Bewley, Culinary Farms
Nominating Committee, Chair
March 11, 2016

30

2015 Annual Business Meeting

RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS AT THE 2015 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING OF THE AMERICAN
SPICE TRADE ASSOCIATION, INC. HELD ON TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 2015, AT THE BELMOND
CHARLESTON PLACE HOTEL IN CHARLESTON, SC.
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER
President Kirk Bewley called the 2015 Annual Business Meeting to order at 9:07 a.m. A quorum was
present.

SUSAN L ABBOTT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Representing the Scholarship Committee Kerri Goad, Kalustyan, described the scholarship process and
announced the four winners of the Susan L. Abbott Memorial Scholarship award:
•

•

•

•

Joy (Nikki) Schauer, daughter of Judy Schauer with Adams Extract & Spice

Mackenzie Fuller, daughter of Brad Fuller with Eurofins

Alyssa Tainter, daughter of Donna Tainter with ACH Food Companies

Christopher Blythe, son of Mary Kapler with ACH Food Companies

Attendees were encouraged to contribute to the scholarship to fund next year’s award.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Vinayak Narain reviewed the audit and the current financial state of the association. He also discussed
financial commitments the Board made this year to fund major projects in line with the strategic plan. The
audit, annual report and the financial policies and procedures can be found on the ASTA website.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Kirk Bewley provided an overview of ASTA’s accomplishments and activities of the past year. He reviewed
the progress made on achieving the goals of ASTA’s strategic plan and noted that participation at this year’s
annual meeting was a record with over 315 attendees. Annual Meeting attendance doubled in the last ten
years.
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ELECTIONS
Nominating Committee Chair Gaspare Colletti presented the slate for the Board of Directors.

Directors to serve one year:
Greg Lightfoot, ConAgra Foods
Vinayak Narain, Olam Spices and Vegetables, Inc.
Matt Meilander, ACH Food Companies, Inc.
Simone Cormier, Allegro Coffee Company
Dan Crabbe, A. A. Sayia & Co., Inc.
Kent DeVries, Silva International, Inc.
David Lessans, Chesapeake Spice Co. LLC
Bev Tschirhart, McCormick & Company, Inc.
Sushama Srikandath, AVT McCormick Ingredients Pvt., Ltd.
Alfons van Gulick, Nedspice Sourcing BV

Frank Collette of Glendale Warehouse will serve the first year of a two year term as the non-voting
representative of the Associate Group as the Member of the Board of Directors.
Motion made and seconded to elect the Board of Directors. Motion Carried
Gaspare Coletti presented the slate for the Arbitration Board:

To serve second year of two year term as Chair:
Neil Caplan, Ludwig Mueller, Inc. Co.

Board Members to serve a two year term:
Peter Sayia Jr., A.A. Sayia & Co., Inc.
Stephen Bermingham, Polytrade International
Alternates to serve one year terms:
Ron Elton, J.H. Elton, Inc.
Alan Milroy, Jupiter Commodities
Frank Wells, Culinary Farms, Inc.
Daniel Saber, Accurate Ingredients

Motion made and seconded to elect the Arbitration Board. Motion Carried

ASTA President Kirk Bewley announced that in accordance with the Bylaws, the ASTA Board of Directors will
elect officers at their next meeting. He introduced Greg Lightfoot as the incoming President of ASTA.
He recognized outgoing Board members and Arbitration Board members for their service and dedication to
ASTA.
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Greg Lightfoot presented outgoing President Kirk Bewley with a gift and thanked him for his service as
president.

NEW BUSINESS

John Hallagan reported on the Noxious Weed Seed update.

ADJOURNMENT

The 2015 Annual Business Meeting adjourned at 9:57am.
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ASTA Staff
CHERYL DEEM
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JOHN HALLAGAN
GENERAL COUNSEL

MEEGAN KAVANAUGH
SENIOR COORDINATOR

KELLY MARKS
MEETINGS DIRECTOR

MARGARITA PASSERO
SENIOR MANAGER

KELLEY POOLE
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

Contact Information
American Spice Trade Association
1101 17th Street, N.W.
Suite 700

Washington, DC 20036 USA
Tel: 202-331-2460

Email: info@astaspice.org
www.astaspice.org
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