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Today’s Presentation
• What is the importance of sustainability certification and verification schemes? 
• What are the most commonly used and recognized sustainability certifications, 

schemes, frameworks? 
• What are the commonalities and differences between organic and sustainability 

certifications and standards? 
• How to choose the sustainability certifications, standards, schemes fitting your 

requirements and business model? 
• Where and how to start your sustainability journey?

Speakers:
• Matthew Ford, Growth Sectors Account Manager, Rainforest Alliance
• Amber Sciligo, Director of Science Programs, The Organic Center
• Daniel Montes, Business Development Executive, Control Union

• ASTA member testimonials: Adrienne Gifford and Ricardo Gonzales



Why source sustainably
Certified Spices

Matthew Ford mford@ra.org

mailto:mford@ra.org
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Sustainability issues represent an externality
This is a market failure which Govts, Business and Consumers are acting on

True production cost (with externality included)

Cost without externality included
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 Value for farmers

 Impact for habitats 

 Creating opportunity
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Value for Supply Chain Companies
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Benefits of Certification

Rainforest Alliance certified crops provides benefits 
to producers, communities and habitats…

...but also to suppliers, retailers and consumers

 Provides an internationally credible definition of 
sustainable agricultural production.

 Tells consumers that a product has been 
produced in accordance with a standard of best 
practice endorsed by a trusted third party.

 Provides assurance of traceability from the 
product to a Rainforest Alliance Certified farm.

 Helps to identify and mitigate the risk of bad socio-
economic and environmental practices on farms, 
supporting resilient supply chains



There is strong brand 
recognition of Rainforest 
Alliance across the world.  

Our 2023 annual survey found 
good customer awareness of 
the Rainforest Alliance 
Certified across 11 markets.  

8

Building on strong global consumer recognition
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Just like any innovation or 
entry into a market, 
sustainably sourced 
products will take a short 
while to establish 

Sustainability in the Market



Thank you



Amber Sciligo, PhD
Director of Science Programs, The Organic Center

asciligo@organic-center.org

The Benefits of Organic 
Spices, Herbs and Teas





The Organic Center is the trusted source 
on the science of organic farming and 
products 



Organic is good for the planet, good for people and 
animals, and good for business.

Environmental benefits include improvements of:
Biodiversity, soil health, farm resilience 
and climate change mitigation

Organic protects farmers, farmworkers, animal health, 
and rural communities, by reducing chemical exposure 

Organic is good for business as it continues to be one of 
the fastest growing sectors in US agriculture and organic 
aligns with consumer priorities and values

Communicate benefits of organic to consumers

Graphic from OTA’s Organic Opportunities Toolkit







What information does the report contain?

• Organic Standards:
What does organic mean when it comes to spices and teas?

• Rules for both production and processing



What information does the report contain?

• Pesticide Use in Conventional Spices, Herbs and Teas: 
Quality Benefits of Organic
• Health Benefits of Organic
• Benefits of Organic to Worker Health and Safety



What information does the report contain?

• Socioeconomic Benefits of Organic Spices, Herbs, and Tea
• Role of price premiums and responsible business models



What information does the report contain?

• Environmental Benefits of Organic Spices, Herbs, and Teas
• How organic impacts important environmental health indicators















Some other compelling takeaways: 
Quality benefits



Some other compelling takeaways: 
Quality benefits

• Overall more antioxidants found in organic 
spices, herbs and teas

• Synthetic pesticides used during production can 
impact the concentration of antioxidants 
(carotenoids, Vitamin E, etc.) in spices like 
Hungarian paprika, according to a 2018 trial.



Some other compelling takeaways: 
Socioeconomic benefits 

• One study found 100% of pesticide applicators 
reported symptoms of acute pesticide exposure. 
Organophosphates are the main culprit and not 
allowed for use in organic production, reducing 
the risk of chronic illness and impairments.



Some other compelling takeaways: 
Socioeconomic benefits 

• Many processing facilities where leaves are dried 
and packaged are largely still run under the 
colonial British era model, some organic 
companies are challenging this model



Some other compelling takeaways: 
Socioeconomic benefits 

• Organic tea premiums from certification can 
increase farmer livelihoods in revenue between 
10 to 15%.



Some other compelling takeaways: 
Socioeconomic benefits 

• Organic tea premiums from certification can 
increase farmer livelihoods in revenue between 
10 to 15%.



Some other compelling takeaways: 
Environmental benefits 



Some other compelling takeaways: 
Environmental benefits 

• Synthetic nitrogen fertilizers acidify soils and free 
up heavy metal ions bound in the soil, organic 
fertilizers help to "remediate" the soil reducing 
mobile heavy metal ions in the soil and uptake in 
plants.



Some other compelling takeaways: 
Environmental benefits 

• Increased rates of carbon storage in the soil and 
roots of organic tea orchards, especially those 10 
years or older, and yield gaps also decreased.





Thank you



Daniel Montes 

Business Development
dmontes@controlunion.com / 954-547-5973

mailto:dmontes@controlunion.com
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Global Headquarters
Rotterdam, NL

North American Headquarters
Ft. Lauderdale, FL

>28,000 on-site visits annually
>40,000 field days annually



Covering The Entire Supply Chain

Raw 
Materials

Brokers/
Traders

Processing/
Manufacturing

Distribution Retail Consumer

Food and Beverage – Consumer Products 

Certification - Verification – Training 



Farm Sustainability Assessment 
(FSA)
3.0



Introduction SAI Platform and its FSA Program

WHO IS SAI

The global food and drink
industry platform

for developing sustainable  
agriculture solutions 

through  member-driven
(>100)

pre-competitive collaboration.

WHAT THEY DO

Work with their members and  
external stakeholders to catalyze 

and accelerate widespread 
adaptation of sustainable  

agricultural practices 
throughout the food industry 

supply  chain.
Current working groups

+ 2 new working group: Wild Harvest, Regenerative Agriculture



What is Farm Sustainability 
Assessment (FSA)?

All-inclusive system for promoting sustainable crops production all around the world
Global benchmark reference



What is Farm Sustainability 
Assessment (FSA)?

SELF-ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK for ON-FARM SUSTAINABILITY WITH VERIFICATION OPTION

• Questions cover sustainable farming practices
• Identical questions for worldwide farming for all product categories
• Same principals everywhere
• Principles & Practices and agreed definitions of sustainable agriculture practices
one single, harmonized and practical tool

Purpose of the FSA Verification Audit is to validate that the FSA has been implemented                                   
correctly, and hence that the result of the FSA Self-Assessment is accurate.

Not a certification – no minimum compliance
Stays at farm/production level – no Chain of Custody

Deliverable: LETTER OF ATTESTATION VALID FOR 3 YEAR (unless changes occur)

Production level

Audit level

to check the  
accuracy of theself-

assessments



How does FSA implementation
work?

Stand Alone 

Individual company/farmer
always one farm, location

Farm Management Group                         
(FMG)

Group of farms/farmers

Control Union

Audit Self-Assessment sample

Verification sample



How does FSA verification work?
Stand Alone Farm Management Group                         

(FMG)

FSA verification: FSA Management System Audit + On-Farm verification 



FSA Management System Audit
It consists of 4 components:
 Farm Management Group (FMG)
 Accountability and Administration
 Volume Accounting System
 Continuous Improvement Program (voluntary for

Stand Alone)

On-Farm Verification
It consists of verifying the accuracy of the self-
assessment questionnaire in the field with the farmer
and FMG Manager
The questionnaire has 109 points (multi-part questions):
Topics:
• Farm Management and Community
• Plant Material Selection & Propagation
• Soil Management
• Nutrient Management
• Chemical Control
• Integrated Pest Management
• Waste Management
• Water Management
• Biodiversity
• Air Quality and Emissions
• Labour Conditions



Thank you



We work direct with farmers via 
our Grown for Good framework

 Legal Compliance
 Safe & Productive Labor Force
 Quality & Food Safety

Ethical & Safe 
Supply Chains 

Regenerative 
Production Systems 
 Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services
 Regenerative Agriculture 
 Water Conservation

Resilient
Communities 

 Farmer Resilience 
 Gender Equality & Women’s 

Economic Empowerment

GROWN FOR GOOD (G4G), illustrates McCormick’s dedication to advancing accountability and 
performance in the sustainability space. Our approach builds upon credible third-party verified 
sustainability standards and includes the following impact areas:

C L I C K  H E R E  F O R  
Info on Grown For Good
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Scope: 
Applicable to Supplier’s Factories

Scope: 
Applicable to Farms

Scope: 
Applicable to Farming Communities

https://mymkc.sharepoint.com/sites/claimsreviewboardpoc/SitePages/Home.aspx


Thank you



RICARDO GONZALEZ

NUEVA KERALA



Achievements in sustainability

• 15 ha (15 k trees)of forest saved by using gas drying 
system. 

• Temporary workers now have decent living conditions 
(Smeta standard).

• Increase in production by 67% kg/ha (fresh cardamom)
• 60 families from the community trained:

• Labor rights
• Health issues
• Occupational security

Challenges for sustainability

Climate change, droughts in the region
Migration of young people
Advancement of traditional agriculture

14 certified farmers + families
263 Metrics Tons of Fresh Cardamom
150 Ha



Thank you



Q & A
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