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Volume of  spice imported into U.S. from world, 2015-19

Source: USDA GATS
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Spice production volume by spice, world’s top producers, 2018

Source: Created by BCI using FAO data
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Import value of  spice imported into U.S. from top-10 origins, 2015-19
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U.S. importation of  and retaliatory tariffs applied to Chinese spices
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10% tariff on 
Chinese ginseng

Chinese ginseng 
tariff raised to 25%

15% tariff on all 
other Chinese spice

Chinese spice tariff 
lowered to 7.5%



U.S. importation of  Indian and Turkish spices
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Import value of  spices imported into U.S. by type, 2015-19
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Import value of  spices imported into U.S. by type, 2015-19
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MRL Risk Factors

• Increasing Volumes

• Consumer emphasis on 

food safety

• National MRLs increasing

• Testing more precise

• Consequences of  violations 

can be severe



Risk Mitigation
Changing Standards

Identify Exposure



Monitor Changing 
• MRLs 
• Registrations 
• Approaches



Major MRL Revisions

1999

Taiwan MRL regulation small list; 

no deferrals; no default

Canada new MRL protocols; future 

elimination of  default 0.1 default MRL

EU community-wide MRL standards 

established

Hong Kong national regulation 

GCC major new MRL regulation 

(Bahrain; Kuwait; Oman; 

Qatar; Saudi Arabia; UAE)

Japan new MRL regulation; 

no deferrals (default= 0.01 ppm)

China begins efforts to set 

10,000 new MRLs by 2020

Vietnam

New regulations

1990s 20142006 2008 2010 2017

Other markets with new MRL regulations pending: Mexico; Morocco; Peru, Dominican Republic

2019

MRL focus is low



➢ Negotiations in March

➢ Corona postponement 

➢ Countries turning inward 
(MRLs and Approach)

European Union: Approach Revisions
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Level 1
National Regulating Agencies

Benefits:
• Most accurate

• Always first to notify

• Comprehensive in scope

• Primary source

Challenges:
• Scope of  work (hundreds)

• Finding correct sources can 

be difficult

• Many languages
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Level 2
International Sources

Benefits:

• Centralized 

• Background information

• Helpful insights 

• Can offer translations

Challenges:

• Not a primary source

• Not comprehensive

• Timeliness

• Inaccuracies in reporting
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Level 3
WTO Notifications

Benefits:

• Centralized 

• Comment periods

• Enquiry points

• Can offer translations

Challenges:

• Not a primary source

• Not comprehensive

• Timeliness

• Inaccuracies in reporting



Rigorous 

monitoring 

process to identify 

all updates

Relevant updates 

collected and 

prepared for 

analysis

Regulatory update 

provided to the 

relevant client or 

product

Sources Monitoring Collection Analysis Dissemination

Level 1

Level 2

Level 3
Targeted analysis 

for clients and 

products 

conducted



Exposure



Sample Violations: Pesticide MRLs



China — pepper 

Sample Violations: Pesticide MRLs



Vietnam —
star anise

Sample Violations: Pesticide MRLs



India — cumin

Sample Violations: Pesticide MRLs



India — fennel

Sample Violations: Pesticide MRLs



Sample Violations: Pesticide MRLs

Nigeria —
ginger



Sample Violations: Contaminants



Pakistan —
mixed spices 

Sample Violations: Contaminants



Sample Violations: Contaminants

China — pepper 



Sample Violations: Contaminants

Vietnam — cumin 



Sample Violations: Food Additives



India —
chili

Sample Violations: Food Additives



Sample Violations: Food Additives

Thailand —
garlic 



Import value of  spices imported into U.S. by type, 2015-19

 -

 100

 200

 300

 400

 500

 600

 700

 800

Vanilla Crushed red pepper Black pepper Cinnamon Ginger

V
al

u
e 

in
 U

SD
 (

M
ill

io
n

s)

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Source: Created by BCI

China 
Ghana
India
Japan

Malaysia
Thailand
Vietnamusing USDA GATS data

Sri Lanka China
India

Nigeria



Import value of  spices imported into U.S. by type, 2015-19
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Import value of  spice imported into U.S. from top-10 origins, 2015-19
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Thank you

Bill Bryant

bill.bryant@bryantchristie.com

Bryant Christie Inc.

Seattle, WA 


