
Brian Colas
Poppy Seed Update



L
a

s
t M

o
d
ifie

d
 5

/2
0
/2

0
1
5
 6

:0
2
 P

M
 E

a
s
te

rn
 S

ta
n
d
a
rd

T
im

e
P

rin
te

d

In July 2018, Senator Cotton met with an Arkansas family whose son died  

from morphine-intoxication from poppy seed tea
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The family worked with Sam Houston State University to study the  

morphine content in poppy seeds advertised as “unwashed”

Therapeutic morphine dose
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Poppy seeds designed for “poppy tea” are still being openly sold online  through major retailers, often 

for $25 lb or more
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Senator Cotton’s bi-partisan Stephen Hacala Poppy Seed Safety Act would  prohibit selling

seeds containing unsafe levels of opiates to  consumers




