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WHAT DOES
ORGANIC MEAN?



or·gan·ic /ôrˈɡanik/
- adjective

2. (of food or farming methods) produced or involving 
production without the use of chemical fertilizers, 
pesticides, or other artificial agents.



A 
LABEL 
CLAIM

7 CFR Part 

205 &



WHAT DOES
ORGANIC MEAN TO 

FARMERS?



“ORGANIC is a way out of 
poverty for local farmers.  
it preserves the soil for 
my sons and future 
generations.  i’ve always 
believed in ORGANIC and 
want to help spread 
ORGANIC agriculture.”

- DV SUNKAD
organic farmer, india



“ORGANIC requires hard work, 
but pays three times the price of 
conventional and doesn’t have as 
expensive of inputs.  it is the 
only way really to make a 
decent living with four 
hectares.”

- MR. SMOLINSKI
organic farmer, poland



“in my family, ten people have died in 
the last twenty five years.  all from 
cancer.  that is why i switched to 
ORGANIC.”

“ORGANIC is more work of course, but 
it is for the health, so it is worth it.”

“ORGANIC is good for our health, the 
soil, my family.  it preserves the 
environment – there is only one 
world and we must all preserve it 
for the future.”

- VELI MORAN
organic farmer, turkey



“i felt something was wrong with the way i was 
farming, so i switched to ORGANIC on my own.  

yields have gone up and i feel better.  i have found 
peace through ORGANIC farming.”

- SHIVANANDA GOWDA
organic farmer, india



“MONEY; to get paid more.”

- HILEMET SENTURK
organic farmer, turkey



WHAT DOES
ORGANIC MEAN TO 

CONSUMERS?



“no 
pesticides”

“traceability”

“certification”

“more 

expensive”

“SUNSTAINABLE”

h
ea

lt
h
ie

r

“ G O O D  F O R  E N V I R O N M E N T ”

“better 
quality”

“ethically produced”“integrity of 
product”

“NON-GMO”
*In final product



WHAT SHOULD
ORGANIC MEAN TO 

YOU?



A 
LABEL 
CLAIM

7 CFR Part 

205 &



{{{{ r eal ity  
check }}}}
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{{{{ i t ’ s  c o m p l i c a t e d }}}}



ORGANIC LAND (ha)

a l b a n i a

a u s t r i a

b u l g a r i a

c h i n a

c z e c h r e p u b l i c

e g y p t

e t h i o p i a

g e r m a n y

g u a t e m a l a

i n d i a

i n d o n e s i a

i s r a e l

m o r o c c o

n e t h e r l a n d s

p e r u

p o l a n d

s p a i n

s r i l a n k a

t u r k e y

u k r a i n e

v i e t n a m

0

2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

1 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

1 2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

1 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0
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12%

11%

7%

source: https://statistics.fibl.org/world/area-world.html



ORGANIC SPICE SALES ($)

/

5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

1 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

2 00 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

2 50 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

3 00 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  

2 0 1 5 2 0 1 6 2 0 1 7 2 0 1 8

30%

source: spins spices and seasonings organic category (grocery organic, natural organic, spec gourmet organic)



1 1%  VS 30%

* o r g a n i c  t h r e e  y e a r  

c o n v e r s i o n  p e r i o d



B l a c k  s p o t

A p h i d s

B o t r y t i s  b l i g h t

L e a f  s p o t

L o c u s t s

P o w d e r y  m i l d e w

R u s t

F u s a r i u m

F l o o d i n g

R h i z o c t o n i a s o l a n i

S l u g s

W o r m s

F u n g u s

D r a u g h t

S o i l  q u a l i t y  &  h e a l t h ORGANIC CROP ISSUES

o r g a n i c  
s o l u t i o n s

a g r i c u l t u r e  
s o l u t i o n s

/You 

cannot 

spray 

you r way 

out of 

problems



{{{{ p r e v e n t i o n }}}}



“INTENTIONAL”

“inci-
den-
tal”



“MONEY; to get paid more.”

- HILEMET SENTURK
organic farmer, turkey

“hey, 
remember 

me?”



ORGANIC
FRAUD



CAN WE 

EXPECT
FARMERS TO SOLVE 

THESE ISSUES?



can i even FEED

my family 

tomorrow?
- 3rd WORLD FARMER

is 0.003 ppm ok 

to FEED to my 

family?
- 1st WORLD CONSUMER

DIFFERENT 
WORLDS



QUALITY

CANNOT

BE

INSPECTED

IN



{{{{ p r e v e n t i o n }}}}



“SOIL  TESTING ”

“farmer 
trainings”

“communication”

“
Fi

el
d 

en
g
in

ee
rs

”

“regular on 
site visits”

“that means…”

“Input
assistance”

“ i n  
c o n v e r s i o n  
s u p p o r t ”

AVA I L A B I L I T Y  – Q UA L I T Y  – F R AUD  – R E S I D U E S  - HUMAN  R I G H T S  – ENV IR ONM ENTA L  I S SU E S



THESE ARE

NOT
INDUSTRY 

PROBLEMS, THESE 

ARE YOUR
PROBLEMS.



THE
PATH 

FORWARD?



“thank 
you”

“ S o l u t i o n s  t o  f u t u r e  s u p p l y  

ava i l a b i l i t y ,  p r o d u c t  q u a l i t y ,  

o r g a n i c  f r a u d ,  p e s t i c i d e  

r e s i d u e s ,  h u m a n  r i g h t s  i s s u e s ,  

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  a n d  

h ow  t o  e n s u r e  s u p p l y  c h a i n  

t r a c e a b i l i t y ,  a l l  h av e  t h e i r  

r o o t s ,  q u i t e  l i t e r a l l y ,  i n  t h e  

f i e l d . ”


