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Press Article: Turkey



Overview

∗ USDA Organic
∗ Fraud

∗ Types
∗ Articles in the Press

∗ Areas of Risk
∗ Imports
∗ Uncertified handlers

∗ Resources for Protecting Your Supply Chain 



What is USDA NOP Organic? 

Organic 101
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option


What is USDA NOP Organic?

Organic 201
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option


Organic Law and Regulations

Organic 201 https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option


Organic Law and Regulations

Organic 201
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option


Do I Need to Be Certified Organic?

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/
organic-certification/need-be-
certified

Organic Integrity in the Supply Chain. January31, 2017
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-
certification/training

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/need-be-certified
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training


∗ Definition of fraud
∗ 1 a : deceit, trickery; specifically : intentional perversion of 

truth in order to induce another to part with something of 
value or to surrender a legal right.  

∗ b : an act of deceiving or misrepresenting : trick

∗ 2 a : a person who is not what he or she pretends to be : 
impostor; also : one who defrauds : cheat

∗ b : one that is not what it seems or is represented to be.

Fraud Defined

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fraud

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/deceit
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/trickery
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/trick
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impostor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cheat
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fraud


ASTA Resources

http://www.astaspice.org/food-safety/adulteration-and-food-fraud/

http://www.astaspice.org/food-safety/adulteration-and-food-fraud/


Fraud: Conventional vs. Organic

Conventional fraud

∗ Adulteration
∗ Quantity
∗ Quality (and claims)
∗ Function
∗ Location (origin)
∗ Economically Motivated

Organic fraud

∗ Commingling §205.272 
∗ Contamination  §205.272 

(fumigation/prohibited substances 
including pesticide residues)

∗ Product Composition §205.301 
∗ Labeling 

∗ Subpart D—Labels, Labeling, and 
Market Information

∗ What has to be certified §205.100
∗ Uncertified products

∗ Not Meeting Equivalency 
Arrangements 



Price: Conventional vs. Organic

https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/organic

https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/organic


Price: Conventional vs. Organic

https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/organic

https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/organic


Articles in the Press on Organic Fraud

Articles from The Washington Post



Imported Grains

Organic Integrity in the Supply Chain. June 14, 2017
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training


Imports & Uncertified Handlers 

NOP 4013 NOSB

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/
media/Program%20Handbk_TOC.pdf

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/fi
les/media/AllNOSBproposalsApril2018.pdf

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/Program%20Handbk_TOC.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/AllNOSBproposalsApril2018.pdf


Imports & Uncertified Handlers 

Certifiers

∗ Accredited Certifiers 
Association (ACA)

∗ ACA Traceability Working 
Group

∗ Best Practices for Verifying 
Traceability in the Supply Chain

Industry

∗ Organic Trade Association 
(OTA)

∗ Global Organic Supply Chain 
Integrity Task Force 

∗ Development of a Best 
Practices Guide



Resources

∗ National Standards Program Sites
∗ Certifying Agents
∗ Verify Organic Certificates
∗ Organic Integrity Database
∗ Certifying Agents



USDA NOP 
Organic Integrity Database

https://organic.ams.usda.gov/Integrity/

https://organic.ams.usda.gov/Integrity/


Organic Integrity Database 
Spice Related Entries

As of April 5, 2018

∗ Spices: 1052
∗ Vanilla: 749
∗ Turmeric: 655
∗ Ginger: 1362
∗ Saffron: 56
∗ Oregano: 750



Fraudulent Organic Certificates

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic/fraudulent-certificates

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic/fraudulent-certificates


Fraudulent Organic Certificates

∗ Fraudulent Certificates
∗ 2018: 11 (January-March)

∗ 2017: 41

∗ Fraudulent Certificates 
Mentioning a Spice
∗ 2018: 5 out of 11



Fraudulent Organic Certificate



USDA NOP 
Organic Enforcement

∗ Organic Enforcement
∗ File an Organic complaint
∗ Fraudulent Organic 

Certificates

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic


Organic Import and Export 
Verification

Organic Import and Export Verification
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training


International Trade Information

∗ USDA NOP has 
information online about 
the trade agreements

∗ All arrangements require 
a type of Transaction 
Certificate
∗ Except Canada

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic
-certification/international-trade

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade


NOP Import and Export Documents

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade


EU 
Trade Control & Expert System 

(TRACES)
Certificate of Inspection (COI)



Canadian Organic Regime (COR)

∗ Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency 

∗ Cancelled Organic 
Certifications



National Programme for Organic 
Production (NPOP)

http://www.apeda.gov.in/apedawebsite/organic/index.htm

http://www.apeda.gov.in/apedawebsite/organic/index.htm


NPOP Certificates and Transaction 
Certificates

Organic Import and Export Verification
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training


Organic Certification

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification


Organic Certification

https://organic.ams.usda.gov/Integrity/https://www.ams.usda.gov/resources
/organic-certifying-agents

https://organic.ams.usda.gov/Integrity/
https://www.ams.usda.gov/resources/organic-certifying-agents


Questions?
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