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Business

The labels said ‘organic.” But these
massive imports of corn and
soybeans weren't.

By Peter Whoriskey May 12, 2017

A shipment of 36 million pounds of soybeans sailed late last year from Ukraine to Turkey to California. Along the way, it

underwent a remarkable transformation.

The cargo began as ordinary soybeans, according to documents obtained by The Washington Post. Like ordinary soybeans, they
were fumigated with a pesticide. They were priced like ordinary soybeans, too.

But by the time the 600-foot cargo ship carrying them to Stockton, Calif., arrived in December, the soybeans had been labeled
“organic,” according to receipts, invoices and other shipping records. That switch — the addition of the “USDA Organic”
designation — boosted their value by approximately $4 million, creating a windfall for at least one company in the supply

chain.
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What is USDA NOP Organic:

What Can Be Called USDA Organic? Who Sets the Rules for the USDA Organic Label?

« The USDA Agricultural Marketing Service
oversees all agricultural products sold,

labeled, or represented as organic in the How Do | Know if a ~ Develops regulations or “standards” for
United States Product is Organic? | DRGANI organic crop, wild crop, and livestock
S production, as well as processing and handling

+ The USDA’s National Organic Program:

« Any food, feed, feed input, or fiber sold or
labeled as organic in the U.S. must follow
USDA organic procedures

— Ensures enforcement of the regulations
— Is authorized by the Organic Foods

Production Act of 1990
« Organic certification has four categories: N ISse;:vairéeof USDA's Agricultural Marketing
— Crops
— Wild Crops * Visit the USDA organic portal: usda.goviorganic [l IR
— Livestock - —

- Handling (defined as selling * View organic regulations: http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pka/CFR-
processing, or packaging) 2011-title7-vol3/pdf/ICFR-2011-title7-vol3-part205.pdf

Organic 101

~qcs | SR .
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option
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What is USDA NOP Organic:

Review: The Meaning of Organic

This training module assumes an understanding of
the concepts from a beginning module, Organic 101

+ The organic label shows that a food or agricultural
product has been produced using methods
approved by the USDA

+ QOrganic farmers use practices that support the
cycling of on-farm resources, promote
ecological balance, and conserve biodiversity

= Organic farmers must not use prohibited

synthetic fertilizers, sewage sludge, ionizing
irradiation, or genetic engineering

Review of Organic 101

‘!qcs Organic 201

Review: Organic Certification

The USDA accredits certifiers to review, inspect, and
certify the practices of organic farms and processing
facilities

Organic farms and processing facilities that follow all
USDA organic rules are called certified organic
operations — often called producers and handlers

Producers and handlers may choose to work with any
accredited certifier

Certifiers may be private entities, states, or foreign
governments

There are over 80 certifiers around the world, and
most work in all 50 US states: visit www.ams.usda.gov

The USDA oversees and monitors certifiers

Review of Organic 101

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option
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Organic Law and Regulations

The Organic Law and Regulations

* Organic Foods Production Act (OFPA) of 1990
— Established the USDA National Organic Program (NOP)

— Required consistent national standards for organically
produced agricultural products

+ USDA Organic Reqgulations

— Published in the Code of Federal Regulations

Access the organic

— Include standards for production, handling/processing, regulations and other

labeling, certification, and accreditation helpful information at:
— Updated and maintained by the USDA Www.ams.usda.gov

* USDA Agricultural Marketing Service, National Organic
Program (NOP)

— Develops and enforces the organic regulations

— Accredits and oversees certifiers, who certify and
oversee organic operations

— Facilitates trade by supporting equivalency and
recognition agreements with other countries

Organic Integrity: Governance and Certification

\ oRGANC |
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Organic 201 https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option
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Organic Law and Regulations

The National Organic Standards Board Certifiers and Certified Operations

The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) is a citizen advisory Accredited certifiers

board of volunteer farmers, handlers, a retailer, scientists, an + Evaluate applications for certification from farming, ranching, processing,
environmentalist, consumer advocates, and a certifier. and handling operations

+ Review Organic System Plans and conduct on-site inspections

+ Approve the use of the organic label on agricultural products

+ Reviews substances that are proposed to be allowed or prohibited in + Enforce the USDA organic regulations
organic agriculture

The Secretary of Agriculture appoints members of the NOSE, which:

Farmers, Ranchers, Processors, and Handlers

+  Apply to be certified as organic by providing records and an Organic
System Plan to a USDA-accredited certifier

+  Advises the USDA on organic production and handling practice standards

+ Holds public meetings where it receives written and oral public

comments, and votes on Committee proposals + Undergo annual inspections, and possibly unannounced inspections
) + Produce and process agricultural products as described in their approved
To learn more about the NOSB, visit www.ams.usda.gov Organic System Plan; maintain and update the plan

«  Appropriately label organic products for consumers and retailers

DN WLeRy Tty GOvemande 3nd Cartificasion i Cganic Integry: Governance and Certiication

‘!qcs Organic 201
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/is-it-an-option
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Do | Need to Be Certified Organic?

of Agriculture

Regulations - Who does not need to be certified?

USDA

"

Organic Certificati Do | Need to Be Certified °™™ @ .
o Organic? * Exempt operations - § 205.101 (a)
s s g | T ettt — < $5,000 in organic sales
Becoming a Certified Operation IS YgC SYORICES MiNesk D cortiind Joctoding: . .
Becoming a Certfying Agent « Farms thatsel more than $5,000 i orgaic — Retail food establishments
Training products per year (gross sales).

= Handlers that sell more than 5,000 of organic

Ovganic Labeli
e processed food. including handlers that place butk

— Products that are < 70% organic, or only list organic

International Trade products into smaller packages or that H H
15 Organic an Option for Me? repackage/relabel products |ng[’ed|ent5
Do | Need to Be Certified Organic? = Processors that sell mere than $5,000 of organic

processed products, unless all products contain less
than 70 percent organic ingredients or only identify
the organic ingredients in the ingredient statement. @ Get USDA Organic

= Vendors that handle (e.g. package) and sell s/ Insider up«ﬂa‘lﬁ‘.
products online (but not in stores) or otherwise g
deliver organic products.

Dverall, If you make & product and want to claim that  News & Announcements
it or its ingredients are organic, your final product

probably also needs to be centified = 05/12 USDA Decides Not 1o Impose
Additional Regulatory Requirements .
Wh may ot need 1o be certifed? fo gack Procicary e Hancdlcs and is not processed further
* Small organic farms and businesses (gross = 01/31 USDA Launches MARS,
agricultural income from organic sales less than Delivering Market Data to
$5.000 per year) Agricultural Producers Around the

Globe Faster and Easler
= Brokevs, distributors, and traders e

+ Retalt food establishments S0 et Horeiamtion ot USDA Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program
the National Organic Standards |
= Exempt handling operations Board

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/ Organic Integrity in the Supply Chain. January31, 2017
<7 organic-certification/need-be- https://[www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-
~d certified certification/training
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Fraud Defined
.‘

Definition of fraud

1a: deceit, trickery; specifically : intentional perversion of
truth in order to induce another to part with something of
value or to surrender a legal right.

b : an act of deceiving or misrepresenting : trick

2 a:aperson who is not what he or she pretends to be::
impostor; also : one who defrauds : cheat

b : one that is not what it seems or is represented to be.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fraud



https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/deceit
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/trickery
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/trick
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/impostor
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cheat
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/fraud
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ASTA Resources

The Voice of the U.S. Spice Industry in the Global Market

Adulteration and Food Fraud

Adulteration and food fraud can pose
serious issues for companies. The most
common examples of economically
motivated adulteration involve the
addition of materials to make a food seem
more valuable and while this is frequently
not a safety issue, it is of concern to the

entire food industry. A number of

resources are available from ASTA and

other organizations to address
adulteration and food fraud.

ASTA Resources

Identification and Prevention of
Adulteration Guidance Document
Adulteration Is one of the majer concerns af
the splce industry and this guldance
document provides 3 tool for companies to
identify circumstances when aduiteration
may occur and then take steps to prevent it
The ASTA guidance is based an i

Other Resources

USP Food Fraud Databass
The U5 Ph e fon (USP) has updated

Search

Food Safety

Clean, Safe, Spices Guidance
Document

Microscopic Identification of Spices
Allergens

Identification and Prevention of
Adulteration Guidance Document
HACCP Guide to Spices and
Seasonings

Adulteration and Food Fraud
white Papers

Anahytieal Methads Manual

on-ine, searc database for food fraud

C Specifications

report and is now charging afee for access. The database
«can be used to assess existing snd emerging risks and
trends for economicalty motivated adulteration,
authenticity. fraud, or counterfeiting issues for food

i It may zlso be useful in managing the risk of

developed by the British Retail Consortium,
the Food and Drink Federation and the
Seasoning and Spice Association

Member Self Regulation Program

ASTA Is committed to ensuring clean, sate
spice and the Self-Regulation Program was
developed as 3 tool to facllitate that effort
Members who believe 2 spice has been
adulterated may file 3 confidentizl report

with ASTA's legal counsel who will investigate

the allegation Complete details on the scope
of the program and how to file 2 report are
containedin the materdaks

Draft guldance on Tood fraud mitigation

food fraud by providing a fibrary of detection methods
reported In peer-reviewed scentific journals.

P Food Fraud Mi on

The US. fon (USP) has developed
Food Fraud Mitigation Guidance. Published in October
2014, the guid: provides i inthe

I of 3 per ized i =
system tocounter food fraud.

Proposed rule on protecting feod against intentional
adulteration

Spice Monographs

Check Sample Program

CGood Agricultural Practices Guide
[GAP Guide)

Good Manufacturing Practice {GMP)
Guide for Spices

Principles of Physical Cleaning Guide file

http://www.astaspice.org/food-safety/adulteration-and-food-fraud/
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Fraud: Conventional vs. Organic

Conventional fraud

Adulteration

Quantity

Quality (and claims)
Function

Location (origin)
Economically Motivated

\

Organic fraud

Commingling §205.272

Contamination §205.272
(fumigation/prohibited substances
including pesticide residues)

Product Composition §205.301
Labeling

* Subpart D—Labels, Labeling, and
Market Information

What has to be certified §205.100
* Uncertified products

Not Meeting Equivalency
Arrangements



WA_LO101
Washington, DC Mon Apr 2, 2018 USDA Market News

AMS Weekly Retail Organic Price Comparison

Advertised Prices for all regions to Consumers at Major Ret

il Supermarkets ending during the period of 03/30 thru 04/05

FRUIT / VEGETABLES LIVESTOCK POULTRY DAIRY

29,3200 29,200 29, 200 23,100
Total Ads 411,039 327,105 128, 658 103,005
Organic Items in Ads (2/) 37,417 [ 9.10%) 2,290 [ 0.70%) 3,715 [ 2.83%) 3,131 [ 3.04%)

AMS Weekly Retail Organic Price Comparison Report

FRUITS
ORGANIC CONVENTIONAL ORGANIC
COMMODITY VARIETY UNIT STORES WID AV STORES WID AV SPREMIUM REREMIUM
APPLES ERAEBURN 1.89 1.3 0.58 44
APPLES FUJI 4.06 3.99 0.07 2
APPLES FUJI 4.3 2.03 2.3 110
APPLES FUJI 1. 1.51 0.37 23
APPLES CGALA 2.27 1.68 T4
APPLES GALA 3.74 0.01 o
APPLES GALA 1.55 0.22 14
APPLES GOLDEN DELICIOUS 7 1 1.24 -0.13 -10
APPLES GRANNY SMITH 3 .73 3.63 0.1d 4
APPLES GRANNY 5 264 63 1.3 0.28 21
APPLES RED DEL 10 344 7 2.00 1.44 72
APPLES RED DELICIOUS 3 3.47 184 3.40 0.07 2
APPLES RED DELICIOUS 112 1.74 388 1.02 0.73 72
APFLES, PROCESSED JUICE on) 63 2.83 2581 1.66 1.17 70
AVOCADOS HASS 975 1.68 4659 1.3 0.3 3
AVOCADOS VARIOUS GREENSKEIN VARIE 3 0.39 3 1.31 -0.3 -23
BANANAS 1074 0.87 526 0.47 0.40 BS
BLUEBERRIES 5 2.99 1429 3.03 -0.04 -1
BLUEBERRIES 742 4.13 7703 2.75 1.3 50
152 3.99 655 3.15 0.B4 28
RED 7 0.38 83 1.03 -0.05 -5
RED 12 0.38 3 0.B6 0.1z 14
HAYWARD 3 2.49 3 2.50 -0.01 -0
52 4.87 1788 2.79 Z.09 75
23 0.B6 2859 0.62 0.24 3
4L 3.59 7 1.13  Z.40 201
518 1.29 10059 1.1z 0.17 15
BLACKEERRIES 5.6 - 6 oz package 834 3.93 10802  Z2.21 1.79 BL
NAVEL 582 5.12 521 3.21 1.91 53
NAVEL 22 4.37 356 3.08 1.89 6L
NAVEL 263 11 0.39 0.70 7l
NAVEL 431 1.10 0.60 54
VALENCIA 124 0.25 0.65 260
BARTLETT 401 1.59 0.10 [
BOSC 5 1.56 0.13 B
PEARS D*ANJOU 164 1. 1.54 0.00 o
PINEAFPLES 576 3.50 2.20 1.3 53
PINEAFPLES 33 3.49 0.77 Z2.72 356
FRASPBERRIES RED 344 4.89 2.93 1.35 67
STRAWBERRIES 2775 3.98 2.50 1.43 &0
TANGELOS B2 3.49 4.33 -1.50 -30
TANGELOS 17 1.52 1.24 0.28B 23
TANGERINES [T 3.99 7 3.11 0.BB 2B

~fqcs

https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/organic
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POULTRY

ORGANIC CONVENTIONAL ORGANIC
COMMODITY ERCOUCT UNIT STORES WID AWV STORES WID AV SCPREMIUM %PREMIUM
CHICKEEN BAGZED FRYER per pound 536 2.91 1151 1.2B 1.63 127
CHICKEN BNLS5/5ENLS BREAST per pound 1083 G.82 3778 2.3 4.45 1BB
CHICKEEN BHLS/5SENLS THIGHS per pound &6 G.69 3490 2.4B 4,21 170
CHICEEN BEEAST TENLDERS per pound 155 9.7a 92 3.36 .40 130
CHICKEN DRUMSTICES per pound 242 2.681 297 1.2EB 1.33 104
CHICEEN LEGS per pound 3 3.93 Tl 1.01 2.98 295
CHICEEN SELIT BN-IN BEEAST per pound 3 G.16 156 1.a5 4.51 273
CHICKEN THIZHS per pound 433 3.24 282 1.36 1.EBE 138
EGES ZFACE A BROWN LARCE 1 DOZEN 1120 3.98 Tl 2.B3 1.13 40
~fqcs
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Articles in the Press on Organic Fraud

Articles from The Washington Post

The Washington Post

Business

Why your ‘organic’ milk may —

not be organic The labels said ‘organic.” But these
o massive imports of corn and
e soybeans weren’t.

W;hy the hell am I paying oo ey 2,20
more for this? Major egg

operation houses USDA s
Organic hens at three per Organic food fraud leads
square foot Congress to weigh bill

doubling USDA oversight
~fqcs



Imported Grains

—

Trade uc Eastern European organic supply concerns @
Exports to the U.S. (2016) « 2016 Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) Report
u Soybean M Corn * Turkish organic corn imports exceed Turkish

organic production

* Concerns about fraudulent organic
certificates

* Anti-fraud initiative
« USDA Office of Inspector General (OIG)

Source: USDA FAS GATS

USDA A mglq\mmg;igkégjﬁ eSbNetignal Organic Program AgH m&lﬁ\mmm‘k@ﬁﬂ" sietignal Organic Program

‘!qcs Organic Integrity in the Supply Chain. June 14, 2017
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training
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Imports & Uncertified Handlers

NOP 4013

USDA United States Dx of Agricul 1400 Ind d Avenue SW NOP 4013
Agricultural Marketing Service Room 2642-South Building Effective Date: October 25, 2017
National Organic Program Washington, DC 20250 Page 1 of 8

Interim Instruction
Maintaining the Integrity of Organic Imports

1. Purpose and Scope

This instruction explains the current requirements of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) organic regulations (7 CFR Part 205) for USDA-accredited certifying agents (certifiers)
engaged in the oversight of organic products imported into the United States. It also recommends
best practices and provides examples that certifiers may use in order to comply with the existing
regulations. This instruction details the certification requirements and documentation needed to
import organic products into the United States, certifiers” responsibilities in reviewing or issuing
import related documents, and handling instructions needed to maintain the organic integrity of’
imported organic products.

This instruction applies to all USDA-accredited certifiers and accredited certifiers authorized to
operate under USDA organic recognition and equivalency arrangements.

2. Background

The USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS), National Organic Program (NOP),
facilitates international trade of organic products by authorizing organizations around the world
to certify farms and businesses to the USDA organic regulations, and by establishing trade
arrangements with foreign countries. Foreign operations are subject to the same requirements as
domestic operations, and organic products verified to be in compliance with the regulations or
equivalency arrangements can be imported for sale into the United States.

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/

media/Program%20Handbk TOC.pdf

——
NOSB

Mational Organic Standards Board
Compliance, Accreditation and Certification subcommittes
Import Owversight Discussion Document
February 25, 2018

1. INTRODUCTIRMN

Simce the passage of the Organkc Foods Protection Act info law in 1590, arganic trade hias grown to 8
nearty $30 billlon market in U.5. sales alone. Strong year over year growth has led to an increase In
imports, particularly in gras. intesral to past and future growth 1= consumier confidence Inthe integrity
of the USDW organkc label. Recent press, MOP enforcement actions, and testimony from stakeholders
hawe raised concerns around fraudulent mports of organic products. Organic supply chain integrity
reles onoa public/private partnership that has different roles for iIndustry [srowers and handlers),
cartifiars, and the USDA Ina global crganic control system. 1t i Impartant that further actions are taken
to improve the Intesrity of the organic supply chain and global control system to enswre U5, businesses
do not loze market share to fraudulent prodects and U.5. consumers get the product they expect.

IL BACKGROUND

On August 10, 2017, the USDA Issued & memo to the NOSE on oversisht of Imported crsanic products.
Ini this mierma, the UsDA autlined a number of actions taken by the NOP to deter fraudulent shipments.
Additicnally, the memao expressed the AMS's pricrity to explore additional measure that would
strengthen the global crganic control system. AMS specifically requested the MOS8 “provide
recommendations on imiproving the oversight and control procedures that are used by ams, certified
and operations to verlfy organic cksims for Imported crganic products.™

To support this work AnS convened a panel at the Fall 2017 NOSE mesting. This panel was composed
of federal agencies Including representatives from NOP, AMS, APHIS, and CEF to discuss the federal
perspective and tools used In relation to imports of agricultural products. The NOF also provided
suggestions on areas of wark, The NOP 15 convening a pansl at the Spring 2008 MOSE me=ting with
representatives from certification agencles and industry representatives o provide testimany an Impart
awersight.

https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/fi
les/media/AIINOSBproposalsApril2018.pdf
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https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/AllNOSBproposalsApril2018.pdf

Imports & Uncertified Handlers

‘\

Certifiers

* Accredited Certifiers
Association (ACA)

* ACA Traceability Working
Group

* Best Practices for Verifying
Traceability in the Supply Chain

Industry

Organic Trade Association
(OTA)

Global Organic Supply Chain
Integrity Task Force

Development of a Best
Practices Guide



Resources

‘\

* National Standards Program Sites
« Certifying Agents
+ Verify Organic Certificates

# Organic Integrity Database
« Certifying Agents
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USDA NOP
Organic Integrity Database

Ficiltung

Walcoams Bo e Drganks FNTEGRITY Dol st

Find & apacifet cortified organs: farm of businesi, of seanch for an eperation with specific charscteristics. Listings come from USDA-Accradited Cemifying Agents. Historical
mlmnﬁmmmmummwmamummmnm dewnilosd on the Data bistory page. Only certified operations can sall,
label or represent prodecls 38 organic, unliss exempt oF excluded from Cemifcation.

Cortifa

OB,

“Darydeslord Marchant Agro”
Ll

“Halanthis" Lic

“PARAIRO FARME" §.FL DO
RL. DE C.V,

*SATWO" LTD

=LVE ~SARANSKY= LTD, [CERES] L Frcidias Fadhidation HAMDLING: Qi Vedls "Chit

https://organic.ams.usda.gov/Integrity/
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Organic Integrity Database

Spice Related Entries
\

As of April 5, 2018

Spices: 1052
Vanilla: 749
Turmeric: 655
Ginger: 1362
Saffron: 56
Oregano: 750

* * * * * *



Fraudulent Organic Certificates

= ——= United partment of Agriculture
= i Akt

t Bad Good [ H
§ % v 4y Combtumst Fomate Mol oicuingon | NI | e Do Format Sot Fnd
Formattineg = Tabie = . - . E0ar Filliey » Select

s 3 T e Edtng i~

Enforcement Activity Fraudulent Organic s
Overview Certificates

Organic Enforcement
loint Organic Compliance Committee:

e [ E mnatm -
3 -

Falsely representing products as certified USDA
File an Organic Complaint organic violates the law and federal organic
regulations. Using fraudulent documents to market,
label, or sell non-organic agricultural products as
organic is punishable by fines of up ta $11,000 for
State Organic Programs each violation.

PACA Enforcement

Agpealing an Adverse Action

Fraudutent Organic Certificates

Certifying agents and organic operations shauld

— — continue to guard against these practices and practice
caution when purchasing products from suppliers.
Anyone suspecting a violation of the regulations

can report a complaint to the NOP Compliance and
Enforcement Division. LD Gt UsDA Drgaic 4

\®) |nsider updates! e i e e e s T £ == | T W i e B

H

Fraudulent certificates may have been created and
used without the knowledge of the operator or the
certifying agent named in a certificate. The posting of
fraudulent certificates does not necessarily mean that  News & Announcements

the named operator or certifying agent was involved

in illegal activity. If an operation named in 3 » 03/12 USDA Decides Not to Impose
fraudulent certificate is certified, its certifying agent Additional Regulatory Requirements
identified in the list of certified operations can for Organic Producers and Handlers TP TP Aawioie " T T Ty T T - i Lamtans

provide additional information and verificationstothe | 5y /39 gpA Launches MARS, i et
organic trade.

Delivering Market Data ta
Reported Fraudulent Ovganic Certificates Agricultural Producers Around the
Globe Faster and Easier
The NOP has compiled a list of information about + 06/06 USDA Secks Nominations for
fraudulent certifi r
ificates that have been publicly the National Organic Standards P ———— et
announced into an easy-to-search spreadsheet. You Board
can view PDF versions of the certificates by clicking | Fraudulent Orgenic Certificates | Shedtl | Explanation @ " 3
on the operation names. View all news & anouncements > e ————

[T e — Faace [ouea s

eaty (]

Download Fraudulent Certificate List (xls) Recent Blogs

~fqcs

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic/fraudulent-certificates
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Fraudulent Organic Certificates

L

+ Fraudulent Certificates * Fraudulent Certificates
+ 2018: 11 (January-March) Mentioning a Spice
£ 2017: 41 * 2018: 5 out of 11



Fraudulent Organic Certificate

R S ) ek e
s ATTENTION; at the time of X

posting, Hambsch Family X »
Vineyard, LLC, is certified by ‘
Quality Certification Services &
Cer‘tlflcathﬁQCS) and is an operation in
. -.good standing. Hambsch
nabeine Family Vineyard, LLC is not
. . o responsible for the altercation
Quality Certification Serviees ccrtficate.
fiereby certifies that Societe Aparma Sarl is not a
Societe Aparma Sarl certified organic operation.
B.P. 11457 Yaounde, Cameroon  Please see the USDA's Organic .
Hambsch Family Vinyard, LLC dba Loving annambase at https i i s

3130 Sutherland Rd. North Garden, VA ZI&SEM.“C com.ams.gov!i.ntegrity."(
ets the strict standards to be 2

D ORGANIC

tona anic Program 7 CFR Part 205

el -><-o<¢<-><>« el et

CE

under the

QCS Entity ID: 130467
Effective Date: 2222015
Date of Last Inspection: 292016

Anniversary Date: 2721/2017

Scope: Production and Su 0a and Coffee Powder

usnA Parcel Location(s): See Product cati

W Certified Product(s): See Product Verifi

‘ _‘?\} \—“"q s

e s ey e e o ey o el

Issue Date: 03/072016 y - s

Rambkrishnan. Chief Operating Officer :,?

s

3

Quality Centification Services, a USDA National ()fgnnu: Program and 150-65 compli ifi , has <

determined, based on a review of the above named entity's application and records, and mapu.lmn of its fclds. I'm.llllws
and processes, that the above named entily meets or exceeds the and Jards of organic J
production, handling, and processing. In displaying this cenificate, the Centified Entity “warrants that it is in, and will <>

ool oo Gyl oo ke Qe e

' remain in, full compliance with the organic standards set by the USDA National Organn: Prnpam Onece centified, a s
‘ q cs production or handling operation's organic cenification continues in effect until sur P ked. :
s

\ ) -

PO Box 12311 Gainesville FL 32604 USA — 352 377 0133 - Fax 352 377 8363 — www.qesinfo.org ?}

Bl ool ol ool e o ol oo ol o oo el



USDA NOP

Organic Enforcement

USDA

=———— United States Department of Agriculture _ Search

USDA o
+ Organic Enforcement e B ~ B8 @

B SHARE =

Enforcement Activity Organic Enforcement

* File an Organic complaint

o ic Enfo t Enforcement is a vital part of the global organic View the
o opluslal n:ern.en control system. By law, organic certification and Orgr.jrulc Progrom
° Joint Organic Compliance Committee B - & = ' i
* enforcement in the United States is a public-private Handbook
ra u u e n rga n I C File an Organic Complaint partnership. The Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)
Appealing an Adverse Action National Organic Program (NOP) accredits and

oversees B0+ organizations, called certifiers. Certifiers
e fe Fraudulent Organic Certificates 7 -
e rtl I C a t e S verify and document the claims of more than 37,000
State Organic Programs organic farms and businesses around the world.

PACA Enforcement 4 ;
Together, AMS and organic certifiers protect

consumers by protecting the integrity of the USDA
organic seal. This partnership creates a level playing
field and a fair marketplace for farmers, ranchers, and
food handlers. Our goal is to make sure all organic

businesses are complying with the rules, and to

AT\ Get USDA Organic
remove the organic certification of those that will not ORGAMC) | ncidar updates!

or cannot comply.

Enforcement by Organic Certifiers
News & Announcements
Certifiers enforce the USDA organic regulations by:

03/12 USDA Decides Not to Impose

= Inspecting every certified organic farm and Additional Regulatory Requirements
business at least annually for Organic Producers and Handlers

= Conducting unannounced and compliance = 01/31 USDA Launches MARS,
inspections Delivering Market Data to

= Collecting samples to analyze for pesticides and Agricultural Producers Around the
other prohibited substances Globe Faster and Easier

.

Investigating alleged violations on behalf of USDA ~ * 06/06 USDA Seeks Nominations for
the National Organic Standards
Board

Issuing noncompliances notices to operations when
vielations are found

Entering into settlement agreements with View all news & announcements >

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/enforcement/organic

~fqcs
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Organic Import and Export
Verification

USDA'’s International Trade Arrangements

1. Equivalre__njg:_\_g;Arrang’eme_rch(imlport/export)

- Canada, EU, Japan, Korea, Switzerland =
- b 3 ¢
2. Recognition Agreement (import only) 3

» |ndia, Israel, New Zealand .

v, e

3. Export Arrangement (export only) %‘Ei ‘
» Taiwan ‘ p T

4. Terms of Reference (import/export) ‘ 1

4

= U.S. - Mexico Joint Organic Compliance Committee

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program

. e
“=qcs Organic Import and Export Verification
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training
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International Trade Information

* USDA NOP has
information online about
the trade agreements

* All arrangements require
a type of Transaction
Certificate

* Except Canada

~fqcs

Organic Certification

Overview

Benefits of Organic Certification
View a List of Certified Operations
Becoming a Certified Operation
Becoming a Certifying Agent
Training

Organic Labeling

International Trade

Is Organic an Option for Me?

Do | Need to Be Certified Organic?

International Trade
Partners

The United States facilitates trade with many other
trading partners. This opens new markets and
provides diversity for consumers.

The National Organic Program works with the Foreign
Agricultural Service and Office of the United States
Trade Representative to establish international trade
arrangements for organic products.

International Trade Data and Reports on Organic
Products

Trade opportunities for USDA organic operations vary
by an operation’s physical location.

Exporting U.S. Organic Products to:

Canada | European Union | Taiwan | Japan | Korea |
Switzerland

Overview: Exporting Organic Products from the ULS.
Importing Foreign Organic Products from:

Canada | European Unien | India | Israel | Japan | New
Zealand | Korea | Switzerland | Mexico

Overview: Impaorting Organic Products to the US
Motice to Trade: USDA Reminds Organic Importers of
Requirements

Trade Forms (PDFs)

O snAre =1

View the
Organic Program
Handbook

AT Get USDA Organic

\GRIANE/ Insider updates!

News & Announcements

= 03/12 USDA Decides Not to Impose
Additional Regulatory Requirements
for Organic Producers and Handlers

01/31 USDA Launches MARS,
Delivering Market Data to
Agricultural Producers Around the
Globe Faster and Easier

06/06 USDA Seeks Nominations for
the National Organic Standards
Board

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic

-certification/international-trade
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NOP Import and Export Documents

FEPRODUCE LOCALLY. Includk: form number and date on all uctions.
USDA 115, DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURAL MARKETING SERVICE A knowingly talse entry of alss altaration of any entry on this cenicate
MATIONAL ORGANIC PROGHAM ey resall in a fine of not more than $11,000 or impriscnment for not

Mo Bhan vt years of bath (18 USC 1001).
NOP IMPORT CERTIFICATE 1. CERTIFIED TO
I CITY AND STATE OF PRODUCT DESTINATION 1 DATE

FOAM APPROVED - OMB NO. 0581-0191

OHGANIC STANDARDS
r IMPORT CERTIFICATE NUMBER

PEPAODUCE LOCALLY. Inciuds fonm nambsr anddsts o= all reprosuctions.

FOMM APPROVED - DMS NO. 0553-0181

3 AND ADDRESS] 6. PRODUCT

A knoewingty felee aniry or fales sllereSon of sy iy on i certficain
may ranuit in @ fine of nal meom S $11,000 ar merissnment tor el
mSre S Sve yean or both (18 USC 1001] and may resull in reeccatos
ol accreditation usdar the HaSonal Drganic Program (7U.5.0. 5313

US DEFAMTRMENT OF AGRICLLTURE
S AGRICLETURSL MARKETING SEFICE
BATIOHAL CRGANIC PROGRAL
EXPORT CERTIFICATE
COLMTHY OF DESTIMATION DATE CERT. RO,

7. RECIFIENT 1N THE LIS [NAME AND ADDRESS]

EXPOMTED BY {Nama ans sd<raas ncldng ZIF Coma) PRODUCT EXFORTED FROM

8. CERTIFYING BODY ISSUING CERTIFICATE (NAME AND ADDHESS)

5. TOTAL MET WEIGHT |m. TOTAL CONTAINERS.

CORSIGHED T {Nmme mnd sddreas incuding ZIR Cods)

CEATIFYING ASENT ISSUMNG CERTIFICATE

TOTAL MAMARED HET VACIGHT TOTAL CONTAINERS

12, HARMONIZED TARIFF 15, CERTIFYING ROOY OF
1. PRODUCT A% LABELED CODE AS APPLICABLE 13, SHIPPING IDENTIFICATION 14, FMAL HANDLER FINAL HANDLER
16, BEMARKS AND ATTESTATIONS.
TCERTIFY that the agriculbura 5 Spat g UNGIET B OrGanic CErTICAtKon pacgram that i at [east equ T the requirements.
Organi Focds Production Act of U5 Sec. 6501 #1 5eq) ¥ USDA. 1o have been produced and handled in accordance with the

OFPA and USDA organic reguiations under the Mational Organic Program 7 CFR pant 208,

WAMKED TITWEEr o R
EMODUCT AS LABELED LT R ¢ WEIGHT 0F | FACKAGES 1M IRE PRODUCER
LOT if LaT ¢ HWARKS
4 An siwind by o
EEMARES

TCERTIFY that Ih:agrimllunlpmdn:lupﬂcd’nd hereon have been certified by a USDA accredited organic cerfifying agent and
have been found to meet all applicable requirements of the National Organic Program.

17. SIGNATURE OF CERTIFYING RODY V8. DATE

SICRATURE OF ACCREDITED CERTIFYIHG ASENT DATE

HOT WALID UNLESS: SIGNED BY A DESIGNATED FERRESENTATIVE OF & LISOA ADCREDITED SRGANIC CERTIFVING AGENT

e panmen

Fetodng Ao 9 Sponser, nd 3 == T e 7 Gaplays 3 vabd

v persin, mchuckng the tame fin emvemer) inutuction, uesechi exitti data scxrces, gathern andl maistairing the dts nemted, and comgleties and reveng the coliection of
informaton.

The s, o chsabity, el where apgicabe, sex, mantal
st Fameal s, parental st reeon, el rentation, qenesi nformaton, poiical beket, w-hm‘_mdmmnmnam:h:nq.z&

ausotape etc) should contacy USOWs TARGET Center at (300} 7202600 fvosce and 1001 uvuawmumwmmm Dwrector, muercmngn e
Irubeprordene Averar 5 W, Wanhegton, [1C, 20250-5410; or call (00 795-

NOP 2110-1

No fimancial fabiline shll artack to the Usited Stares Department of Agricwliure or to exy afficer or repreventative af the
Deprriment with respect te dhis certificale.

Boczedng e Papsrseork Aaducion Aci of 1565, an sgancy Fay s canduct o sporas?, and.a paaea & ol requined |3 rapons & 2 calecion o mlorralion s & dapiem 8
wuic OME oonirol rember. The ralie OB conaal nemaer far hia infornation collecion @ 0331-011. The Sre soeme ©o g this sformaion collecion o sibmaies iz sveage
3 rorwiin o paaz roksng b s b sy Sitaciora sewrshng amakeg dii s guienng ans manianeg e cr rasced and onparg and e
colecsion of inkemasion.

Tha LS. Deparimant o Agricafiues [LISOA) prafiai daciminaion in all ka srograms and aciivies o Fae beis of e, coior, nafional oripin, age, Sabilly, arst wers aopicabls, ams,
marts ststa, Samiiel yts, parestl wrsa, Migior, SRl Cnklon, GERERC sioTaston, poltical Deleh, e, o becaua o art of B2 InvISals InCorss i ceved i ey pRss
maiiancy g Pict al orostzied ases ool o sl Fogr | Panors wi duiiies whe regur SwTai Tas b crrncsion of g nkamsios [Soile, g pe, s,
sk bl conkact LIS'e TAIGE'T Carder ai (213) T2E-2500 fwoice el TEK). To s & coraplaind o Sacrirsiradion, wrie £ LS04, Diserci, e of Civi Pighia, 00 kxispendence Aserse

W, Washingion, [ C. ZZ250-54¥1, o cal (8001 TH-XI72 {wokcw] ar (200 7236083 [TOD). WS0H i s sceal nppartantty pravider ard srploper.

TH-11 (2 10p

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/international-trade
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EU
Trade Control & Expert System

(TR
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Centificate of

Certificate of Inspection (COI)

1. ssuing comtrol bedy of autherity naswe, address and code)

2 e N REA2007,

B E342007, Article 3313} B

Clor Courcil Regulsion

3. Serial member of the certificate ef inspection

4. Exporter (name and adress)

orpr r

. Control body or control awthority (name, address and code)

7. Coustry of origin

. Coumtry of expon

3 Cousary of chearancaPoint of sniry

18, Coniry of dastination

1 ‘address and

12. First consignes in the Union iname and sddress)

13, Description of product

X ode Trae name

Number of packages Lot pumber B welght

Certificate of Inspection for import of products from Organic production into the European Union

14. Container number 15, Seal number 16. Total gross weight

17. Means of transport before point of entry into the Union

18. certificate referred to in box 1

[ This is 1o certify that this certificate has been issued an the basis of the checks required under Article 13(4) of Regulation (EC) No 12352008 and that
P designated above have been obtained in accordance with rules of weticn and inspection of the organic production method which
are considered equivalent in accordance with the provisions of Regulation (L) No 342007,

Name and shgnature of suthorised person Samp of issuing authority or body

19, Customs information

Customs warehousing ]

Custonms operatar

Inward processing O

o contyel dilgeis and code)

Customs Declaration Reference Number for custonss warehousing of inward processing

20 ol by ant Member State’s compeient authority
Autharity and Member State:

Date:

Kame and signature of authorised person Stamp

21. Declaration of the first consignes.

This that ep
Rame of the company: Date:

fthie goods has b in ¢ith

Article 34 of Regulation (EC) No. B89/2008.

Name and signature of authorised person




Canadian Organic Regime (COR)

Canada

* Canadian Food Inspection [EET .- —
Agency e

Actourtabiity Cancelled Organic Certifications
Complaints a7 Appes All organic ceriicatan holdars under ha Canada Organic Regme ane required fo compsy wilh the Ongank: Procucts
Regudatons, 2009, the Canads Agncullunsd Products Al or the ssued organic cerbhcale
Compla G Food Imitlion AQOncy BN SUspend a hoker's cerfcaton o the
heidar has not comgikod with any péovision of the Organs: Froducts Requéabons 2009, the Candda Agncuural
Consaalions and Procucts Act or the issued organc certificaln
° Inspechion modernization 2017
+ Cancelled Organic N

2016

Certifications . s

Transparency in Regquiatory

i 2015
Ciciohar 10 Diecembar
oty Ip Saptambsr
Apeil ig Jun
daruiary i Marzh

http://www.inspection.gc.ca/about-
the-cfia/accountability/compliance-
and-enforcement/organic-
certification/eng[1323651699386/1323
651855189
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National Programme for Organic
Production (NPOP)

T
R E e —— o msirn WERBin
m Agricultural & Processed Food Products Export Development Authority

{Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Government of India)

APEDA PRODUCTS NATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR ORGANIC PRODUCTION (NPOP)
> FLORICULTURL § SEEDS lmDDﬂam announcements E
» FRESH FRUITS AND List of committees under NPOP
VEGETABLES Apphication Forms
India Organic Logo
» PROCESSED FOODS AND
VEGETABLES
> ANIMAL PRODUCTS Accredited inspection & Certification Agencies
» CEREALS . e
red i - Certification Bodies
» ORGANIC PRODUCTS Twifls of. ST (4% -~ Policies & Notifications
» APEDA PRODUCT CATALOGUE . B . ) I"U/‘
Data 2, g
ONLINE SERVICES "\ g — Notification
I-TRACK SYSTEM ‘k O il R S
» REGISTER AS MEMBER -
Nutional Programme for
» EXPORTER'S LOGIN : .
Importers| Organic Prodiuction | Formats of Certificates
3 APEDA'S INTERNAL USER ' B 4
TRACEABILITY Present Status
* HORTINET

> PEANUT.NET

> TRACENET

w

MEAT.NET

-

BASMATLNET

w

EXPORTER'S STATUS

w

APEDA E-MAIL SYSTEM

"l q ‘ s Cogyright © 2015. All Rights Reserved by Agricultural & Processed Food Products Export Development Authority

Tita Pascalmmart £ Mainbainsst b | anieanl M Mol

http://www.apeda.gov.in/apedawebsite/organic/index.htm
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NPOP Certificates and Transaction

Certificates

Import Documentation Verification —
U.S. — India Recognition Agreement

Import Documentation Verification —
U.S. — India Recognition Agreement USDA

Sample organic certificate

NOP CERTIFICATE - "
Sample transaction certificate

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program USDA Agricultural Marketing Service | National Organic Program

Organic Import and Export Verification

~2qcs | e
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training
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Organic Certification

USDA

=————=United States Department of Agriculture

- : . . I N SHARE

Organic Certification Organic Certification and e
Overview Accreditation o
Benefits of Organic Certification gan |-c F‘ro:gr am
View a List of Certified Operations Organic Certification allows a farm or processing Handbook

facility to sell, label, and represent their products as

Becoming a Certified Operation
g o organic. The nrganic brand provides consumers with

Becoming a Certifying Agent more choices in the marketplace. The USDA protects
Training consumer options by protecting the organic seal.
Organic Labeling Any organic operation violating the USDA organic
Witeiratona Trade regulations faces enforcement actions, which can

include financial penalties or suspension/revacation

i i 7
|sOrganic an Option for Me? of their organic certificate.

Do | Need to Be Certified Organic?
* Learn organic certification basics

» Learn about the benefits of organic certification Get USDA Organic
« Find out if you need to be certified organic IR/ Insider updates!

= Learn how to become a certified organic operation

= Read about organic enforcement activities

News & Announcements
Organic Accreditation authorizes private, foreign, or

state organizations to certify farms or processing = 03712 USDA Decides Not to Impose
facilities. Certifying agents are accredited by the Additional Regulatory Requirements
USDA and are responsible for making sure USDA for Organic Producers and Handlers

i duct et all ic standards.
organic preducts meet all organic standards. - 01/31 USDA Launches MARS,

» Access a list of USDA-accredited certifiers Delivering Market Data to
N y — Agricultural Producers Around the
= Find out how to become an accredited certifying Glihe Eastor-and Eaties

agent |
= 06/06 USDA Seeks Nominations for
the National Organic Standards
Board

‘!q cs View zll news & announcements >
https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification
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Organic Certification

USDA
= |

Unm-d Slah.s Ds»n'nmm.nl of Agriculture

— INTEGRITY: st

Walcome to the Grganic INTEGRITY Databasel

O sHARE 2

Organic Certifying Agents

Find & agscific cortifiad oiganss faem oF Buminesd, o JAAFEH 1oF 5 SpATBRGN with Spacifis CharBctariatics. Listings cama Mom USDA-Adcredited Camtifying Agants. Histarasl
mlmuwmww-m-dm-mmamummmnm&luwumu-mw Orlty cortified operations can gall,

News & Announcements labal or represent organic, unkiss exempt o aucuded from centification.

Nearly 80 agents are currently authorized to certify farms and businesses to the USDA organic
requlations. Most USDA-accredited certifying agents are allowed to certify farms and businesses , 031 spa Decides Not to Impose
anywhere in the world. Farmers, ranchers, and processors may choose to work with any USDA-
accredited certifying agent

Certifier Henat
Additional Regulatory Requirements

for Organic Producers and Handlers

Te help you find a certifying agent, the Organic INTEGRITY Database (INTEGRITY) has an « 01/31 USDA Launches MARS,

Organic Certifier Locator. The Organic Certifier Locator is updated regularly by the National Delivering Market Data to

Organic Program and its accredited certifying agents. As part of the database, it provides the Agricultural Producers Around the |

most accurate information about accredited certifying agents Globe Faster and Easier *Daybesford Warchant Agro*

('t
“Helanthus” Lic

« 06/06 USDA Seeks Nominations for

Once you click the “Locator” button, INTEGRITY opens the “Certifier Locator” feature. There, you v
the National Organic Standards

can use the drop down menus and search field to find one or more certifiers. You can use the

navigation buttons at the bottom of the page to move through the list or export search results to Bawd

an Excel spreadsheet. For questions regarding the database, click the Contact Us link shown on Vi i A

top right of the page; otherwise, please contact Individual certifying agents for more :“""“"o FARNE 3P DN
information. Recent Blogs

*SATVO" LTD
« 11/10 Veterans Returning to Civilian
Life Bring Skill and Talent to Farm

and Ranch

Organic Certifier

Locator

« 11/10 Growth and Oppertunity in the
Organic Sector

+ 11/10 We All Agree — Veterans Are
Part of Qur National Fabric

Standards
Events G [Ltd.)
+ 04/17 to 04/19 April 2018 NOSB e SR L0 e L ot DB S
Oral Comment Webinar Registration Eorvi il
- 03/28 Farmers Market and Local i "’“"[:"J

Food Promation Program (FMLFPP)
Applicant Webinar

https://www.ams.usda.gov/resources  https://organic.ams.usda.gov/Integrity/
[organic-certifying-agents

~fqcs
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